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It is well acknowledged that saving 1Kw of electricity is much easier and more
profitable than generating the same quantity of power. This is particularly a
reality where there is a shortage of primary fuel. At present, Bangladesh is
suffering from shortage of gas, which contributes the most to generate power
and meet the domestic demand. However, the recent price hike of LNG in the
spot market has somewhat held back the government from importing and
meeting the fuel deficit. Consequently, the authorities had to go for gas
rationing. Perhaps against this backdrop, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
recently emphasized on saving electricity. The government machinery has
already started working on a few possible measures. It is not, however, sure yet
about how exactly it can approach.       

Prime Minister’s Energy Adviser Dr Tawfiq-e-Elahi Chowdhury at a recent “EP
Talks” suggested creating awareness about developing a habit of switching off
the appliances, and using efficient technologies. Going beyond, he suggested
introducing technologies that would automatically switch off the appliances.    

While changing people’s habit would be a good option to save electricity, the AI
(artificial intelligence) technologies that is already available in the market can be
another option to explore. AI facilitates switching off the appliances automatically.
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Relevant authorities have assured
to ensure power and energy
supply to the industrial units to be
developed in the Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) across the
country. We have also planned for
developing modern industrial
hubs and specialized tourism
areas in the country based on the
assurance. Activities on the plans
are now at various stages of
implementation … Shaikh Yusuf
Harun tells EP 

In addition to mobilizing voluntary
commitments, the Energy Compacts
can help by encouraging countries to
outline the detailed set of energy
actions that they have planned to meet
their targets and providing an avenue
to build partnerships and resources. By
engaging business, foundations, civil
society organizations and other key
players, the Compacts are advancing
concrete multi-stakeholder solutions
and partnerships needed to achieve
greater impact.... more on special
report

Policymakers and experts have
stressed on saving energy through
using efficient technologies and
creating a habit of switching off the
lighting or cooling systems as well as
other household, office and industrial
appliances those consume energy
substantially. It is expected to help
save electricity consumption
drastically. Energy efficiency is often
considered as the third fuel after
fossil fuel and alternative energy. 
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ONGC has started production from deepwater gas
well U1B in the KG-DWN 98/2 Block Cluster — II,

offshore eastern
India.

This is the
deepest well in
the cluster, with
estimated peak
production of
1.2 MMcm/d.

ONGC’s Deepwater Gas Well 

Diesel price
was hiked
recently by 20
paise per liter -
the first
increase in over
two months - as
international oil
prices soared.

Price of diesel went up to Rs 88.82 per liter in Delhi
and to Rs 96.41 in Mumbai.

Petrol price remained unchanged at Rs 101.19 a liter
in Delhi and Rs 107.26 in Mumbai.

State-owned Indian Oil Corp (IOC), Bharat Petroleum
Corp Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd
(HPCL) hadn't revised fuel rates since September 5
despite a surge in international oil prices.

Recently, the global benchmark Brent crude rose to
$77.50 a barrel as crude inventories shrunk from
Europe to the US. 

Since the last price revision on September 5, the price
of petrol and diesel in the international market is
higher by around $6-7 per barrel as compared to
average prices during August.

Average international crude oil prices had fallen by
more than $3 per barrel in August as compared to the
previous month. 

This came against the backdrop of mixed economic
data from the US and China and mobility restrictions
in Asia fueled by the fast-spreading Delta variant.

Accordingly, retail prices of petrol and diesel in the Delhi
market were reduced by Rs 0.65 a liter and Rs 1.25 per liter
by oil marketing companies from July 18 onwards. 

The last downward revision was on September 5.

India Diesel Prices Hiked

Nineteen Chinese miners
who became trapped
underground when a
coal mine collapsed last
month were found dead
recently, state media
reported, after a huge
rescue effort.

Twenty-one people were working in the Chaidaer mine in
remote Qinghai province in northwest China when the roof
suddenly caved in on August 14, local officials said last
month.

One survivor and one dead miner were lifted to the surface
days after the collapse, but rescuers failed to reach the rest.
The remaining bodies were recovered.

"Rescue work has basically finished. The 19 trapped
individuals were all discovered in the search, none of whom
had vital signs," state broadcaster CCTV reported, citing the
rescue team.

More than 1,000 people participated in the recovery effort
that lasted almost 30 days, working in grueling conditions at
an altitude of over 3,800 meters.

19 Chinese Workers Trapped in
Coal Mine Found Dead

Three people died,
including an 11-year-old
girl, after a gas explosion
caused a two-storey
apartment building to
partially collapse in a
Russian village recently,
head of the Lipetsk region Igor Artamonov said.

Video footage showed major structural damage to the building
in Solidarnost, a village 400 km (250 miles) south of Moscow,
and rescue workers on the scene, attempting to clear the
rubble. Six other people were injured.

The regional branch of Russia's Investigative Committee said
a gas explosion in the central part of the building had caused
it to collapse.

Investigators said they had opened a criminal case on the
grounds that services provided had not met safety
requirements.

Gas explosions are relatively common in Russia because of ageing
infrastructure and poor safety regulations surrounding gas use.

Three killed After Gas
Explosion Destroys Residential

Building in Russia
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Dhaka, September 30, 2021
(EP) — Engr. Ali Iqbal Md.
Nurullah has recently been
appointed as the Director
(Planning) of Petrobangla.

He was promoted to the post
from his earlier position of
Managing Director of Titas Gas
Transmission and Distribution
Company Limited. Before Titas
Gas, he was also the MD of

Sylhet Gas Field Company Limited.

Earlier, Engr. Nurullah discharged
his responsibilities as the general
manager of Rupantarita Prakritik
Gas Company Limited, West Zone
Gas Distribution Company
Limited and Gas Transmission
Company Limited. 

Engr. Md. Harunar Rashid Mullah
replaces Engr. Nurullah as the
Titas Gas MD on one-year
contract. Engr. Mullah recently
went on retirement as MD of
Jalalabad Gas Transmission and
Distribution Systems Limited.
The post was replaced by Engr.
Md. Shoeb Ahmed Motin.

They have already joined their respective posts.

Engr. Nurullah Made Petrobangla
Director

Engineer Syed Anowarul
Haq, former Director,
Petrobangla died recently
at a city hospital. He was
79, says a press release.

Syed Anowarul Haq also
served in different
important positions in
Petrobangla.

He retired in 2001 when he
was the technical director
of the Board of Directors of

Petrobangla. He left behind wife, two siblings and a
host of well-wishers to mourn his death.

Petrobangla Former Director
Anowarul Dies

The CNG filling
stations remain
closed from 6:00pm
to 10:00pm every
day since September
19.

The government has
taken the decision to
ensure increased gas
supply to the power stations during the peak hours of
electricity demand, officials said. 

It is not yet clear how long the gas rationing would continue.
However, an official said it could be for three months or until
further notice.

CNG Stations Stay Shut 6-10pm 

Chevron Bangladesh, IDCOL and Titas Gas have been
honored with other 30 top tax paying firms for their
contribution to the national exchequer.   

The National Board of Revenue (NBR) at a function recently
honored the firms which were the top taxpayers for the last
fiscal year (FY 2020-21).

Their tax payment had led to the attainment of the Large
Taxpayer Unit's collection target of Tk 24,000 crore.

"The more investment you make and the more taxes you pay,
the more beautiful environment the government will create
for businesses," NBR Chairman Abu Hena Md Rahmatul
Munim told the program at a hotel in Dhaka.

"The more transparency there is in managing the businesses,
the easier it is for us to provide services. Then we can create
a more tax-friendly environment for business," he said.

Chevron gets the honor in the services category while IDCOL
in the non-banking financial sector and Titas Gas as the top
collector tax at source.  

Chevron, IDCOL and Titas Gas
Honored as Top Taxpayers

Ali Iqbal Md. Nurullah

Harunar Rashid Mullah 

Shoeb Ahmed Motin
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Beximco LPG Gets New CMO

Rosatom organized a
series of
communication
events for journalists
representing the
leading media of
Bangladesh.

The central event
was the ceremony of
awarding the winners and prizewinners of the "Precise Energy"
Competition in mathematics, chemistry and physics. 

The Competition was organized by the Rosatom in February
2020. Students of higher educational institutions located in
the region of the Rooppur NPP construction were invited to
participate.

The updated layout of the Rooppur NPP was also presented
to the journalists.

In addition, during the events, workshops were held to discuss
the role of nuclear energy in the sustainable development of
Bangladesh. 

The key topic was the contribution of the Rosatom to the
achievement of the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The
audience was highly interested in this topic.

The events ended with a Q&A session. The journalists
received detailed answers and comments to their
questions.

Rosatom Organizes Series of
Communication Events

Md Mehedi Hasan has been
promoted as the Chief
Marketing Officer (CMO) of
Beximco LPG.

In his new role, Md Mehedi
Hasan will be responsible for
continuing the market
expansion and trust-building
among the customers,
according to a press release. 

He joined Beximco LPG in
2016 as a DGM and later started leading the Sales and
Marketing function as General Manager in 2018. 

With his auspicious leadership and vast field exposure, he
secured a position for Beximco LPG, in only four years, in a
highly competitive market.

Earlier, Mehedi started his career in 2005 with Unilever
Bangladesh Limited. 

Snapshot

Meghna Petroleum
Limited signed an
agreement with
Delta LPG Limited
for selling Delta's
liquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) at filling
stations of Meghna.

Sources said, Managing Director of Meghna Petroleum Ltd
Saifullah Al Khaled and Executive Director of Delta LPG Ltd
Sabbir Ahmed signed the agreement on behalf of their
respective organizations at a function at Meghna Petroleum's
head office at Agrabad in the port city recently.

According to the agreement, Delta LPG Ltd, a joint venture
(JV) of TK Group and Seacom Group, can set up LPG auto gas
stations at Meghna Petroleum's filling stations all over the
country.

The state-owned Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC)
will get 50 paisa from per litre LPG while Meghna Petroleum
will get 50 paisa from per litre LPG.

Delta to Sell LPG at Meghna's
Filling Stations

To measure the level
of ionizing radiation
for assessing the safety
of production lines,
research facilities, and
dosimetry control of
the public, special
Spectrometers to be
used in the

Automated Radiation Monitoring System (ARMS) of both the
units of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant (RNPP).

Institute for Physical and Technical Problems (IPTP) will
manufacture and supply 16 sets of spectrometry equipment
to Specialized Scientific Research Institute for Instrumentation
Engineering (SNIIP) by the end of this year. Both the
organizations under the management of Rusatom Automated
Control Systems (RASU) of Russia signed a contract to this
effect recently. 

Later on, SNIPP will integrate the equipment into ARMS for
delivery to the Bangladesh side in the third quarter of 2023. 

Spectrometers are used in industrial enterprises of the nuclear
power industry, in mechanical engineering, mining,
healthcare, and research laboratories

Spectrometers to be Used for
Automated Radiation

Monitoring System of RNPP
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Policymakers and
experts have stressed
on saving energy

through using efficient
technologies and creating a
habit of switching off the
lighting or cooling systems
as well as other household,
office and industrial
appliances those consume
energy substantially.





The energy-efficient technologies and
improving switching off habit of the
energy consumers could help save
electricity consumption drastically, they
said, taking part in a recent webinar
titled “Energy Efficiency in Public
Buildings”. 

Energy efficiency is often considered as
the third fuel after fossil such as oil and
gas, and alternative energy like nuclear
and renewables. It is well recognized
that saving 1Kw of electricity is much
easier and more profitable than
generating the same quantity of power.

The webinar was informed that only the
switching off habit of individuals could
help save as much as 50% of electricity
consumption.

“In addition, we’ll have to increase
usage of such technologies that will
automatically switch off the appliances.
An automated system should be
introduced that would restrict setting the
temperature of air-conditioners below
28 degrees Celsius,” Prime Minister’s
Energy Affairs Adviser Dr. Tawfiq-e-Elahi
Chowdhury, BB said while addressing
the program as chief guest.  

Energy & Power magazine in
collaboration with Sustainable and
Renewable Energy Development
Authority (SREDA) and GIZ, the
German development cooperation
agency, organized the webinar as
part of a series titled “EP Talks”,
moderated by EP Editor Mollah
Amzad Hossain.

SREDA Chairman and Additional
Secretary Mohammad Alauddin and
Additional Secretary of Health Services
Division Md. Saifullahil Azam took part
in the discussion as special guests.

Farzana Mamtaz, SREDA Member
(Energy Efficiency and Conservation),
presented the keynote paper while Dr
Zahurul Haq, Professor at the
Department of Mechanical Engineering,

BUET and Engr. Ashraful Hoque,
Additional Chief Engineer of Public
Works Department (PWD) were the
panelists of the event.

The virtual discussion was organized at
a time when Bangladesh was trying to
aware people about using energy
efficiently so that it ultimately helps the
country spend less on energy supplies.
The energy efficiency — in other words
saving energy — issue got focus in the

recent time as the government had to
ration limited gas resource among
different demanding sectors — the
authorities stopped supplying gas to
CNG filling stations for four hours to
divert gas to power plants for meeting
the peak demand for electricity.

Amid the ongoing energy shortage in
the country, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina recently stressed on maintaining
austerity in using energy. “I myself off
the electric switches,” she said,
emphasizing on the need for saving
electricity.

Sharing the Prime Minister’s sentiment,
her adviser Dr. Chowdhury called upon
the people, including the government

officials and employees, to follow the
rare example set by the head of the
government.  

He mentioned that the government has
an instruction to set the AC temperature
at 28 degrees Celsius and expressed the
dissatisfaction that people hardly follow
the instruction. “We’re not much
conscious. We keep on the lights, fans
and ACs even when no one is in the
room. It happens more in the
government offices,” he said, adding:
“We’ll have to introduce a technology
that would not allow setting the AC
temperature below 28 degrees Celsius.” 

Dr. Chowdhury also stressed on the
need for growing cost-saving
consciousness as the spending on
electricity can be minimized if all the
government officials and employees
meticulously follow the official
instruction of switching off the lights and
other electrical gadgets while leaving
the offices and when they are not in the

offices. “Just through changing the habit,
we can save 50% consumption of
electricity.”

He advised SREDA to undertake pilot
schemes in the government buildings
to assess the impact of energy-
efficiency programs and assured the
government agency that the spending
for this purpose would not be an issue
at all. “The government would take
the entire responsibility and the PWD
would not have to bother at all. The
fund would be diverted from
elsewhere,” he said, suggesting that a
pilot project can be launched soon.

He estimated that some buildings would
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require Tk 20-25 crore for making those
energy-efficient while some others
might need up to Tk 100 crores.
However, he said, the government
would provide all support and
assistances for making the government
offices energy-efficient. 

The adviser also emphasized that the
private sector should also come forward
to make their buildings and installations
energy-efficient. The government
support would be there as well, he
added.

Dr. Chowdhury said the technical
aspects of energy efficiency would need
to be achieved in phases. In one
initiative taken in 2010, the government
had distributed 1.5 crore CFL bulbs
across Bangladesh free of cost. This was
an initiative just for creating awareness.
However, questions were raised about
the quality of such energy-saving bulbs,
he mentioned. 

In her keynote presentation, Ms.
Farzana Mamtaz mentioned that SREDA
has completed an audit program on
energy efficiency of some selected
public buildings. The government has a
target to achieve 15% energy efficiency
by 2025 and 20% by 2030. For these,

five action plans have been identified.
Energy efficiency and energy
conservation of buildings is among
them. Some 29% electricity can be
conserved through achieving efficiency
in domestic use only. Only the lighting

and cooling systems can contribute
50% of the targets. This 50% is possible
if we all use LED bulbs, inverter
technology-using ACs and energy-
saving fans, she said.

Through the energy audit accomplished

in 12 buildings, it appeared that 60%
electricity is used in ACs, 13% in
lighting, plug load is 23% and for fan
4%. Of the 12 buildings, only the one
of NESCO at Rajshahi had rooftop solar
system. The remaining 11 buildings

have all spaces on their rooftops for
solar system installation. Only one
building of Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA) has initiated program
for achieving energy efficiency.
Consequently, its energy use is the least.
If all 12 buildings initiate such program,
total energy consumption can be
reduced by 17%.

The presentation highlighted that there
exist 85,000 government buildings
across the country, considering all of the
PWD, health and education
departments. Of 14,000 PWD
buildings, 274 are in Dhaka alone. With
an investment of Tk 18-20 crores for
achieving energy efficiency in 250
carefully-selected buildings, 11-15
million KWh/ of electricity can be saved
annually while, as a result, Tk 11-15
crore can be saved per year. Carbon
pollution can also be reduced
significantly.

Ms. Farzana Mamtaz mentioned that no
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standard has yet been finalized in
Bangladesh for energy-saving buildings.
During the audit, the one-star Indian
standard was used. Out of the 12
buildings, the audited CDA building in
Chattogram was found to be the least
energy consumer and NESCO, Rajshahi
turned out to be the highest consumer. 

SREDA Chairman Mohammad Aladdin
mentioned that making buildings energy
efficient is a significant work. The
lessons learnt from the auditing would
facilitate more works to be done.
SREDA would soon launch training

program for this. The Bangladesh
National Building Code that was
adopted in 2020 has clear directives for
efficient use of energy and using
renewable energy. But it is yet to get
desired momentum.

Responding to an observation of Dr.
Zahurul Haq of BUET, Mr. Alauddin
acknowledged that they have also
realized the inadequacy of equipment
and said SREDA would import and
create an inventory of the equipment.

Mr. Saifullahil Azam said that though

this is a new concept, they would
leave nothing unturned to make the
hospitals energy-efficient. As a first
initiative, at least one hospital in
Dhaka would be taken up as a pilot
project upon discussion with the
Health Secretary.

Taking part in the discussion, Dr.
Zahurul Haq observed that the BLDC
fan has been suggested for using in
place of traditional fans. These fans
save electricity, but does not provide
required comfort. We have to think
about efficiency in services as well.
Use of fans consume a significant
portion of electricity now. An inverter
technology AC costs Tk 20,000 more
than that of normal AC. We have to
bear this in mind as well. We must not
think about replacing all normal ACs
with invertor ACs all at a time now.
We must also have to think about a
building whether it should have
central AC or AC in every room.
Central AC can cut down power use
by 25% on average. There are talks
about windows. Our windows add
about 1% more electricity. It may be
even more. We have to check
conductivity of glasses being used.
These days high conductivity glass is

13October 1, 2021



available. But the cost would be 3-4
times more. But use of these can bring
down energy use to a great extent.

Dr. Zahurul Haq informed that the
coronavirus has hindered conducting
energy audit in 12 buildings 100%
efficiently. Energy auditor from
Delloyd from India could not come to
Bangladesh. There were limitations in
availability of equipment required for
measuring different parameters. We
thought earlier that these were
available in Bangladesh. SREDA
should procure these and create an
inventory. If necessary, users can
borrow the equipment on rents.

Engr. Ashraful Haq informed that
PWD was well aware about green
building development. The
construction now is being done
keeping that in mind. Actions are
taken to ensuring carbon emissions
control during construction. PWD
uses LED bulbs instead of CFL.
BLDC fans or other energy saving
fans are not available in Bangladesh
market. Even when these would
come, the cost would be much
higher. 60-65 watt-consuming fans
are being used. Use of inverter ACs
would start. Short and long term
roadmap needed to be done for
constructing energy-saving
buildings. We know that 1KW
power saving is much easier and
more profitable than generating

1KW power. He said that priority
actions could be taken for making
all buildings above six stories
energy efficient. He suggested that
all initiatives those would be taken
for constructing energy-efficient
buildings should be given
incentives as much as possible.

Taking part in the open discussion,
Shafiqul Alam of GIZ said it is essential
to control the quality of energy-efficient
appliances. Same amount of electricity
is still being used even after replacing
CFL bulbs with LED bulbs. But it should
not be like that in consideration of
improved technology.

Engr. Mustafizur Rahman, former
inspector of power, said it must be
checked whether the design made for
energy-efficient buildings, drawings and
prescribed appliances are appropriate.
This needs to be ensured before starting
construction of new buildings. Through
conducting audits, the requirements for
retrofitting the existing building for
making these energy-efficient should be
worked out.

Engr. Khondkar Saleque Sufi,
Contributing Editor of Energy &
Power, sharing his experience of his
energy efficient Melbourne residence
informed that Central AC, Gas Ducted
Heating, Rooftop Solar (Net Metering
Connected), Rain Water Harvesting
System etc. keep his utility bills to
bare minimum. He suggested

identifying, assessing and ensuring
required incentives for green
buildings. He also suggested
formulating mandatory regulations
under which all public and private
sector buildings becomes energy
efficient as soon as possible. He also
said energy efficiency is now
considered as the third fuel.
Bangladesh would continue to
struggle arranging fossil fuel, would
not grow big soon as a renewable
energy user, but achieving energy
efficiency is well within reach. He
also mentioned that Bangladesh has
many acts, rules and regulations, but
applications are poor. Monitoring
must be more intensive.

Engr. Samir Kumar Rajakdas,
Executive Engineer of Education
Engineering Directorate, informed
that rooftop solar facilities are ensured
at all new buildings now being
constructed. There are 68,000
schools and colleges under the
directorate. LED bulbs are given
priority in use. The directorate would
take initiative to make all its existing
buildings energy-efficient following
SREDA guidelines. At the same time,
it would effectively coordinate with
the ministries of education and energy
for formulating comprehensive policy
to construct all new buildings as an
energy-efficient one.

14October 1, 2021
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Bangladesh has been witnessing a gas supply shortage
for some time now as reported by the local media for
the last two weeks. Low pressure and poor quality of

natural gas supply has been reported from
almost all categories of users. About 70%
capacity of the textile mills remained idle, as
a result. Petrobangla’s effort to increase gas
supply for power generation at peak hours has
led to suspend gas supply to the CNG stations
for four hours every day. Production of natural
gas continued to deplete alarmingly. Currently,
the maximum production is 2450 MMCFD. An
earlier decision not to purchase LNG from spot
market has restricted supplying RLNG to 550-
600 MMCFD. The total supply to GTCL
operated gas grid is 3000-3050 MMCFD. The
demand is not less than 3600-3700 MMCFD.
Against this backdrop, Energy & Mineral
Resources Division (EMRD) has quickly
revised its strategy about purchasing LNG from the spot
market. Media reports suggest that over the next three
months Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Company Limited (RPGCL)
would purchase
three cargoes of
LNG from spot
market despite the
LNG price went
beyond
US$20/MMBTU.
An Institute for
Energy Economics
and Financial
Analysis (IEEFA)
report alerted
buyers that the gas
and LNG price
volatility would
continue to
intensify in 2021.
Bangladesh needs
supplying 1450
MMCFD of gas to

power at this summer peak. But it is not possible to supply
more than 1100 MMCFD for gas deficit. Consequently, more
than 2000 MW of gas-based power generation capacity

remains idle. BPDB is forced to fall back on
liquid fuel-based rental and quick rental
plants. Recently, the government has decided
to extend the tenure of such plants. The
government has also extended the tenure of
hotly-disputed Quick Enhancement of
Electricity and Energy Supply (Special
Provision) Act for 5 years. Amid the depleting
own gas production and global gas and energy
market volatility, what Bangladesh can do? 

Gas Sector Lacks Perspective Plan
It is ridiculous that the Petrobangla and EMRD
have no short and medium term perspective
plans for predicting and managing fuel
acquisition and supply. The serious symptoms
of gas production depletion have started

emerging since 2010. Still Petrobangla failed to make plans
for meaningfully increasing the gas production through
expediting own exploration and development initiatives. They

did not pay any
heed to the advises
by the experts that
the BAPEX-alone
policy would not
work. The
professionals’ role
in Petrobangla
progressively
diminished. BAPEX
has achieved
whatever little they
could do.
Petrobangla kept its
fingers crossed
while deficits
started creeping as
production
depletion kept

Market Volatility
Deepens Fuel
Supply Crisis

Saleque Sufi
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growing. The plan for importing LNG
for covering the deficit did not get
momentum at all. Starting from 2010, it
took 8 long years to get the first FRSU
starting operation with a second one
coming in 2019. Without any techno-
economic feasibility studies, MoUs
were signed with too many companies
for FSRUs and land-based terminals.
Even an impossible-to-execute small
scale LNG terminal plan was lodged at
CUFL and KAFCO without taking into
consideration the congested Chittagong
Port Channel. These possibly gave false
hope of comfort for the policymakers.
No one perhaps kept an eye on the
volatility of the global fuel market. Now
the policymakers are caught napping. In
the wake of growing volatility, the
policymakers have hurriedly got the
Prime Minister’s approval for purchasing
three more cargoes of LNG from spot
market despite the price hitting beyond
US$20 /MMBTU.

What is There in IEEFA Report? 
IEEFA in January 2021 alerted the LNG
buyers about intensifying gas and LNG
market volatility. How could
Petrobangla and EMRD missed the
alarm? It stated that the spot prices of
LNG increased by over 18 folds over
the last six months of 2020. A spot
cargo out of Western Australia
purchased by a Japanese company
changed hands at as high as
US$37/MMBTU. Drilling activities
since late 2020 had been low, gas
industry investment in production and
development stalled. oil and gas

companies experienced financial
instability.

In view of the above, IEEFA predicted
price spikes and volatility at higher level
than experienced from 2017-2020. The
gas importing countries were alerted
about substantially higher gas and LNG
prices.

The report mentioned clearly that
emerging markets like Vietnam, Pakistan
and Bangladesh would face more
volatile and higher price situation. It
clearly mentioned
that such situation
would inhibit abilities
of these countries
utilizing the existing
capacity of LNG-
based power
generation.

It is not understood
what has made
Bangladesh planning
more and more LNG-
powered plant and
even considering
proposals for LNG
import through setting
up of LNG facility at
deep offshore and
transporting RLNG
through 70 KM subsea
pipeline.

The report further stated that Vietnam,
Pakistan and Bangladesh, which have
over US$ 50 billion worth of proposed
gas-fired power generation projects, run
the risk of cancellation from

unaffordable LNG prices. The report
also said that the extreme volatility of
spot prices combined with the increased
volatility of contract prices would lead
many projects to become hardly
bankable.

Onshore Gas Production Globally
Would Fall Substantially
IEEFA report mentioned of a collapse in
drilling activity for shale oil and gas in
the U.S. during 2020. The number of
operating drill rigs fell 46% in the last

12 months of 2020.
Internationally,
operating drill rigs
were down 40% over
the same period. 

Quoting a report of
the Australian
Financial Review,
IEEFA mentioned that
the situation was
echoed for onshore
gas in Australia:
Origin's Australia
Pacific LNG venture
with ConocoPhillips
and Sinopec had only
drilled 23 wells over
the last financial year
compared with 95 at
the same time in the
previous year,
according to analysis

by adviser Energy Edge. The global gas
industry experienced lower levels of
drilling since the COVID-19 pandemic
began, and over much of 2020. Shale
and coal seam gas wells have fast

decline rates so there is an
imperative to keep drilling
for new wells if production
is to be maintained. Less
drilling will lead to lower
production in 12-18
months. 

IEEFA noted that a global
collapse in the operating
drill rig count would lead
to substantially lower
onshore gas production
through out 2021. 

Unfortunately, perhaps the
IEEFA report missed the
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attention of EMRD and Petrobangla.
Otherwise, they could be better
prepared rather than groping in the dark
when “Shit has hit fan”.

Production Shutdowns Contribute
to Price Volatility 
Production of the Chevron’s Gorgon gas
project off the North West of Western
Australia suffered a six months shut
down to its second production train.
The large 15.6 million tonnes per
annum (mtpa) project suffered for faulty
welds on its second LNG train. The
unplanned A$545m production loss
caused disruption to global LNG
markets.

Malaysia’s Petronas also experienced
production outage due to a pipeline
explosion in its Sabah Sarwak gas
pipeline that transports gas from the
Kebabangan offshore gas field in Sabah
to Bintulu.

Implication of Price Volatility on
Emerging Markets
IEFFA report stated that Asian spot prices
have spiked 18 folds over the past few
months. A cargo out of Western
Australia was sold to a Japanese buyer
for a reported US$37/MMBTU. Stronger
than expected Asian Winter of 2020 and
interruptions in production of Chevron’s
Gorgon project and PETRONAS created
the price spikes. US LNG shut downs

and frequent visits of hurricanes also
caused disruptions.

Bangladesh and Pakistan had to cancel
tenders for spot
deliveries of LNG due to
sky rocketing price
spikes. The volatility of
the spot market for gas in
2020 has meant that
neither Bangladesh nor
Pakistan proceeded with
their tenders. Spot gas
has become simply
unaffordable in
developing markets as
the electricity that it
produces is too
expensive. IEEFA report
indicated that global gas
price volatility would
continue in 2022 as well. 

US Trade Groups Urged USDOE to
Order Reduction of US Gas, LNG
Export 
According to a news report, a
manufacturers trade group recently
urged the Department of Energy to order
US liquefied natural gas (LNG)
producers to reduce exports, warning of
price increases and supply shortages
this winter.

Natural gas prices have surged this year

on strong global demand and
modest production increases
in the first half. The call for
U.S. natural gas has more
than doubled the prices, with
exports up 41% from a year
ago. US gas was trading
around $5.22 per million
British thermal units (mmBtu)
recently, up from $2.54
mmBtu in January. Any such
restriction if introduced by
USDOE would create
additional volatility in gas
market. 

Gas Market Volatility
Confuses Bangladesh
Policymakers
Absence of market
intelligence of Petrobangla
and EMRD has made

Bangladesh gas system policymakers
topsy-turvy in responding to gas market
volatility. Two FSRUs operating at
Bangladesh offshore of the coast of

Maheshkhlai have a
combined capacity of
1000 MMCFD. But the
long term contracts those
are in operation with
Qatar and Oman do not
supply enough LNG to
meet the annual demand
of the two FSRUs.
RPGCL, the Petrobangla
company that manages
LNG, imported 13
cargoes between 25th
September 2020 to JULY
2021 at an average price
of US$3.83/MMBTU. At
some stage, the two
FSRUs supplied up to

750-800 MMCFD. Even at those stages,
gas deficit remained around 500
MMCFD. Last month, the Bangladesh
Cabinet Purchase Committee did not
approve a RPGCL proposal for
purchasing of 67,20,000 MMBTU LNG
from a Singapore-based trading
company Vitol Energy at
US$9.31/MMBTU. Consequently, LNG
supply to the gas grid reduced to 550
MMCFD. In the meantime, the summer
peak and reopening of industries
operating at or near their full capacities
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created surge in gas demand. The
pressure at industries requiring gas at 15
Psi dropped as low as 3-4 Psi.
Petrobangla was forced to introduce gas
rationing to CNG filling stations at the
evening peak for diverting the saved gas
to the power plants. The government
has extended the tenure of Quick
Enhancement of Electricity and Energy
Supply (Special Provision) Act for
another 5 years up to 2026. The tenure
of rental and quick rental power plants
were also extended. Last but not the
least, the government has decided to
import three more cargoes from spot
market at cut-throat price of not less
than US$22/MMBTU. The Senior
EMRD Secretary has informed the
media that the first such cargo may
come in soon, followed by the two
other. What an inconsistent decision?
The government turned down the
proposal for purchasing at
US$9.31/MMBTU only last month and
now gas crunch made them reversing
decision to buying LNG at not less than
US$22/MMBTU. It is the consequences
of poor planning and absence of market

intelligence. The onset of Winter in
Western World and Asia would create
surge in gas demand. LNG spot price
may sky rocket. In the wake of further
depletion of own gas production,
Bangladesh would have no option but
going for further demand side
management and relying more and
more on liquid fuel-based power
generation. There is no possibility of any
additional LNG supply till land-based
LNG terminal at Matarbari comes into
operation. At this stage the first unit of
1000 MMCFD capacity is anticipated to
come into operation not before 2026.
By then the own gas production may
deplete by another 400-500 MMCFD.

Conclusion 
We should take note of what has been
concluded in IEEFA report. It says,
“While gas prices have been low and
relatively stable in recent years, recent
gas spot prices have exhibited higher
volatility and higher prices. With lower
levels of drilling, financial instability in
the oil and gas industry, and low levels
of industry investment, it is likely that a

new era of higher prices and more
volatility is upon us. Emerging markets,
which almost by definition are more
price sensitive, will find the forthcoming
gas price environment challenging.
They may find their newly installed gas
generators being underutilized, while
tariffs for gas and electricity customers
may rise. New LNG projects in
emerging markets are increasingly
becoming unbankable with more
volatile contract prices making the
electricity produced by gas unaffordable
in emerging markets.” 

In view of the above, Bangladesh must
proceed extremely carefully in dealing
with new LNG projects. Rather, it
should expedite exploration campaign
for own gas find and expedite
construction of coal power projects
and evacuation facilities of power of
Payra, Rampal and Rooppur Power
plants on time.

Saleque Sufi;
Contributing Editor, EP
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New multi-billion-dollar
commitments to increase
renewables and access to

electricity and clean cooking
technologies were announced recently
at a critical UN energy summit aimed at
boosting efforts to reduce the ranks of
nearly 800 million people living in
energy poverty while setting the world
on a trajectory towards net-zero-
emissions by 2050.

More than US$400 billion in new
finance and investment was committed
by governments and the private sector
during the UN High-level Dialogue on
Energy, the first leader-level meeting on
energy under the auspices of the UN
General Assembly in 40 years. 

Over 35 countries -- ranging from Small
Island Developing States to major
emerging and industrialized economies
-- made significant new energy
commitments in the form of Energy
Compacts. 

Additionally, several new partnership
initiatives were announced, aiming to
provide and improve access to reliable
electricity to over a billion people.

The new commitments would result in
large increases in the installed capacity of
renewable energy and significant
improvements in energy efficiency around
the world -- leading to hundreds of new
renewable energy facilities and the
creation of millions of new green jobs.

The energy summit took place as world
leaders grapple with the critical urgency
to keep the 1.5 degrees temperature
target of the Paris Agreement within
reach, and cut emissions by 45% by

2030, while closing the energy access
gap and providing more than one
billion people who currently rely on
harmful fuels with clean cooking
solutions. 

The new commitments showcase the
bold actions needed to meet the targets
of Sustainable Development Goal 7
(SDG 7).

A Roadmap to 2030
In addition to the announcements of
commitments, the Dialogue will also

produce a global roadmap for action
and timelines needed through 2030 to
meet the targets for clean, affordable
energy for all set out in Sustainable
Development Goal 7, towards net-zero
emissions by 2050 in line with the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change. 

The roadmap, which will be presented

in the summary of the Dialogue by the
Secretary-General, will call on
governments, businesses and civil
society organizations to close the energy
access gap by 2030, and accelerate the
clean energy transition by tripling
investments in clean energy and energy
efficiency by 2030. It also calls for
phasing out coal by 2030 for OECD
countries and 2040 for all others, and
shifting fossil fuel subsidies to
renewable energy investments, while
creating new decent and healthy jobs
and ensuring a just, inclusive transition. 

The roadmap draws on inputs from
expert working groups and was
discussed at Ministerial-level forums in
June.  

Recent reports from the IPCC and
UNFCCC have shown that countries are
not moving fast enough on climate
action to avert disastrous consequences,
and that even if countries met all their
NDC commitments under the Paris
Agreement, the collective impact would
be only a fraction of what is needed to
limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

In addition to mobilizing voluntary
commitments, the Energy Compacts can
help by encouraging countries to outline
the detailed set of energy actions that
they have planned to meet their targets
and providing an avenue to build
partnerships and resources. By engaging
business, foundations, civil society
organizations and other key players, the
Compacts are advancing concrete multi-
stakeholder solutions and partnerships
needed to achieve greater impact.

Finance and Investment
More than 150 Energy Compacts from

New Climate Commitments, Roadmap 

Announced at UN Energy Summit

EP Report
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national and local governments,
businesses, foundations and
international, civil society and
youth organizations from every
region were submitted for the
Dialogue, reflecting actions and
finance commitments through
2030. 

Clean energy funding committed
by national governments and the
private sector in these Compacts
amounted to more than $400
billion for access and transition.
On top of this, several foundations
and industry associations aimed to
leverage large amounts of
additional finance for SDG 7. 

On energy access, national
governments committed to provide
reliable electricity to over 166 million
people worldwide; private companies
pledged to reach just over 200 million
people; and a number of foundations
and business associations promised to
pursue partnerships to reach hundreds
of millions of additional people. 

Presently, close to 760 million people
still lack access to electricity and some
2.6 billion people lack access to clean
cooking solutions. It is estimated that the
cost of closing the energy access gap is
about $35 billion dollars a year for
electricity access and $25 billion dollars
a year for clean cooking. The annual
investment in clean energy and energy
efficiency required to achieve net-zero
emissions by 2050 is estimated to be
$4.4 trillion.

Boost Renewables and Energy
Efficiency
Commitments under the Energy
Compacts could also give a huge boost
to renewable energy worldwide.
National governments committed to
install an additional 698 gigawatts (GW)
of clean energy from solar, wind,
geothermal, hydro and renewables-
based hydrogen, and businesses,
notably power utilities, pledged to
install an additional 823 GW, all by
2030. Several partnerships and industry
associations promised to mobilize an
additional 3500 GW of renewables by
2030. One gigawatt is roughly

equivalent to the output of 500 onshore
wind turbines. The Energy Compacts
also include commitments to save
energy equivalent to more than 7000
GW by implementing efficiency
measures.

The production and use of energy is also
the main cause of the climate crisis,
accounting for about 75 per cent of total
greenhouse gas emissions and making
decarbonization of the energy system
essential.

A Signal of What is Possible
“The commitments coming through this
process led by UN-Energy are a real
signal of what is possible,” said UN
Secretary-General António Guterres. “I
am pleased to see several of the major
emitters — countries and sectors —
demonstrating leadership through the
High-Level Dialogue process along with
bold commitments to act.”

“Access to clean, renewable energy is,
quite simply, the difference between life
and death,” he added.  “We must solve
these challenges this decade. And we
must start today. Without deep and
rapid decarbonization of our energy
systems over the next 10 years, we will
not reach the Paris Agreement goal of
limiting temperature rise to 1.5 degrees.
This will be fatal to the Sustainable
Development Goals.”

“So we have a double imperative,” the
Secretary-General said. “To end energy
poverty and to limit climate change.
And we have an answer that will fulfil

both imperatives. Affordable, renewable
and sustainable energy for all.”

Mr. Guterres also called for closing the
energy access gap by 2030. “That
means cutting in half the number of
people without access to electricity by
reaching 500 million people by 2025.
And it means providing over 1 billion
people with access to clean cooking
solutions by 2025.” 

The Way Forward
In line with the need to continue raising
ambition, additional Energy Compacts
are expected to be registered in the
months ahead, including in the lead-up
to the November Climate COP 26, as
momentum grows and partnerships are
expanded. Progress on the Compacts
will be tracked through the 2030 target
year, with annual reporting through a
publicly transparent online database.

Under the leadership of its Co-Chairs,
Achim Steiner, Administrator of UNDP,
and Damilola Ogunbiyi, the Special
Representative of the UN Secretary-
General for Sustainable Energy for All,
who have also served as Co-Chairs of
the High-level Dialogue, UN-Energy
will continue to spearhead
transformational commitments and
partnerships and sustain the momentum
created by the Dialogue, including the
Energy Compacts. UN-Energy brings
together over 25 UN System entities and
key partners for collaboration in the
field of energy. Serving as the Secretariat
for UN-Energy is UN DESA, under the
leadership of Under-Secretary-General
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Liu Zhenmin, who also served as
Dialogue Secretary-General. Given the
global challenges at hand, UN-Energy
will be further strengthened to help
translate the global roadmap into
concrete actions.

Energy Compacts submitted for the
High-level Dialogue include:

Governments and Partners
Denmark committed to reduce national
CO2-emissions by 70% in 2030
(compared to 1990), have 100% of
electricity from renewable energy by
2028, up-scale offshore wind by
potentially up to 12 GW, phase out oil
and gas extraction by 2050 and
immediately end new licensing rounds;
and increase climate finance to at least
500 million USD annually by 2023.

Germany aims to reach a 30% share of
renewable energy in gross final energy
consumption by 2030 and increase the
proportion of renewable energy in total
electricity consumption to 65% by
2030, as well as supporting partner
countries in expanding use of
decentralized energy and innovative
technologies such as green hydrogen
and PtX. It will also provide 7 billion
euros for speeding up the market rollout
of hydrogen technology in Germany
and another 2 billion euros for fostering
international partnerships.

India committed to increase renewable
energy installed capacity to 450 GW by
2030, develop and implement a
National Hydrogen Energy Mission to
scale up annual green hydrogen
production to ~1 MT by 2030, begin a
Production Linked Incentive Scheme to
add 10 GW solar PV manufacturing
capacity by 2025, create 15 MMT
production capacity of compressed
biogas (CBG) by 2024, achieve 20%
ethanol blending in petrol by Ethanol
Supply Year 2025-26 and enhance
energy efficiency in agriculture,
buildings, industry and transport sectors
and promote energy-efficient
appliances/equipment to reduce India's
emissions intensity of GDP by 33-35%
over 2005 levels by 2030.

For Latin America and the Caribbean,
the RELAC Energy Compact commits

that 70% of the installed capacity and
electricity generation in the region will
be from renewable energies by 2030.
Governments participating include:
Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Paraguay,
Peru and Uruguay.

The Pacific island nation of Nauru
pledged to achieve 50% electricity
generation from renewable sources by
2023 and a 30% improvement in
energy efficiency by 2030, from a 2021
baseline, noting that full
implementation of this Compact
requires technical and financial support.

Malawi, conditional on climate finance,
targets to achieve universal access to
cleaner cooking for households &
institutions, phasing out open fires by
2030, with 2 million cleaner cookstoves
reached 2021-2025 and an investment
of more than $596 million.  

The Netherlands Ministry of Foreign
Affairs as well as over 25 Dutch
businesses, NGOs and foundations will
support access to clean cooking for 45
million people, access to electricity
based on renewable energy for 100
million people, and a doubling of job
opportunities in the energy transition for
women and youth, all by 2030.

Nigeria committed to electrify 25
million people across 5 million homes
by 2023 using solar technologies and

creating 250,000 jobs, and also to
giving 30 million homes access to clean
cooking and energizing agriculture,
textile production, cold storage etc.
using gas as a transition fuel.

Sierra Leone’s commitments included:
to increase the use of LPG to an
adoption rate of 25% as an alternative
to wood, ensure that all households
have access to energy-saving cooking
solutions, and Increase the efficiency of
most biomass stoves to a minimum of
20% (Tier 2 stove efficiency). 

The United Arab Emirates commits to
provide 100% of the UAE population
with access to electricity by 2030 and
primary reliance on clean fuels and
technologies for cooking by 2030. UAE
also commits to generate 2.5 GW from
solar energy in the building sector by
2030.

The United States commits to creating
35 million new electrical connections
for households and businesses by
2030, as well as 80% of the US
electricity power generation coming
from clean sources. The US
Government also put forward
commitments to decarbonize the DFC
investment portfolio and mobilize
USD $25 billion in public sector
commitments from Power Africa’s
development partners and
development institutions.
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People from across the globe are
now expecting a world to be
livable, resilient and safe. The UN

organizations and other agencies have
been undertaking various plan of
actions and making unique
commitments. The actions are: The
Paris Climate Change Agreement
towards achieving net-zero carbon
emission by 2050; the 2030 Agenda for
SDGs to accelerate ambition towards
the achievement of SDG-7 (affordable
and clean energy by 2030); the UN
Decade of Sustainable Energy for All
2014-2024, including global plan of
actions; the UN High-level Energy
Summit, and the High-level Political
Forum for SDGs. 

The UN technical working group has
just launched the Global Roadmap in
June 2021 with the plan of actions to
achieve clean, affordable energy for all
by 2030 and net-zero emissions by
2050. The actions are made with the
recommendations on energy access, to
set the groundwork for a large-scale
mobilization of commitments by the
member-states. The energy roadmap
will finalize in the UN High-level
Energy Summit in September 2021,
during the UN General Assembly. This
roadmap illuminates a way forward on
how the world can achieve a
sustainable energy in future that leaves
no one behind.

The International Mandate on
Carbon Emissions and SDGs:
The Paris Agreement is a legally binding
international treaty on climate change,
adopted by 196 countries in Paris on 12
December 2015, which came into force

on 4 November 2016, and the promises
united all the world's nations for the first
time in a single-agreement on tackling
global warming and cutting
greenhouse-gas emissions. 

In September 2015, the General
Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development setting-out 17
goals and 169 targets, including SDG-7
on energy with focusing on energy
access, renewables, energy efficiency,
and means of implementation. The UN
High-level Political Forum for SDGs
hold the 2nd review
meeting on 6-15 July
2021. The first review of
the SDGs conducted in
2018, calling for scaled-
up actions to meet its
targets by 2030.

The Energy for
Sustainable
Development has been
emphasized in
September 2012, when
the UN General
Assembly adopted
resolution 67/215, declared the Decade
of Sustainable Energy for All 2014-
2024, including the global plan of
actions for the Decade, and called for
rapid implementation of strategic-
objectives. 

The UN High-level Energy Summit
scheduled to take place in September
2021 in New York during the UN
General Assembly, will be the first
global gathering on energy under the
UN resolution 74/225 (adopted on 19
December 2019 ensuring access to
affordable, reliable, sustainable energy

for all), since the UN Conference on
Renewable Energy Sources in 1981. 

Energy Access - The Global Roadmap  
Energy access means providing
sustainable and modern energy services
to meet end-users' energy needs. SDG
7.1 states that all people should have
access to electricity (SDG 7.1.1), clean-
fuels and technologies for their cooking
needs (SDG 7.1.2) by 2030. Taking a
human-centered approach, the most
common energy needs are: cooking,
lighting, heating/cooling, and other

productive energy uses.
Electricity can meet all
end-users’ energy
needs, but it is not
realistic to expect all
cooking energy
demands meet by
electricity by 2030. At
present, the use of
electricity for cooking
accounts for only 7% in
the low-and middle-
income countries. In
Africa region, 80% of
primary energy uses are

from biomass, and largely fuel-wood for
cooking. It is thus important to take a
two-split interlinked approach to reach
universal energy access: scaling-up
access to electricity and to clean-
cooking services.

Everyone in the world could have
access to clean, affordable energy
within the next 9 years (2021-2030), if
countries honestly increase investments,
and adapted appropriate technology
according to new roadmap, where
countries to announce energy plans for
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the decade. The world needs an annual
investment of $35 billion that could
bring electricity access for 759 million
people who currently behind it, and
another $25 billion a year can help 2.6
billion people get access to clean-
cooking in 2021-2030. The required
investment represents only a small
fraction of multi-trillion-dollar overall,
but would bring benefits to 33% of the
world’s population.

Significant increase in electrification
and clean-cooking expansions are the
most urgent issues now. The electricity
access rate in access-deficit countries
must increase from 82% in 2019 to 94%
by 2025 to achieve 100% access by
2030. This means an annual increase of
2%, or electrification being brought to
150 million people in 2021-2025. The
clean-cooking access rate in access-
deficit countries must increase from
66% in 2019 to 82% by 2025 to
achieve 100% by 2030, meaning a
yearly increase of 3%, or 230 million
people. Access-deficit countries mean
for the electricity, clean-cooking fuel
and technology access are below
100%. The top 14 electricity access-
deficit countries in 2020 (deficit in
millions population) were: Nigeria (90),
Congo (70), Ethiopia (58), Pakistan (56),
Tanzania (36), India (30), Uganda (26),
Sudan (20), Madagascar (20), Myanmar
(17), Kenya (16), Chad (15), Bangladesh
(13), and Sudan (10). 

The energy revolution on renewables
and energy efficiency is urgently needed
not just to accelerate economic
development, but also to reduce carbon
emissions that are rapidly warming our
planet. The energy sector today
dominated by fossil-fuels, accounts for
73% of human caused greenhouse gas
emissions. Global carbon emissions
need to reduce to net-zero target to
avoid an increasing frequency and
severity of hazardous weather extremes,
including cyclone, floods, heat-waves
and droughts, risks to food and water
security, population displacement, and
loss of lives and livelihoods. 

‘Affordable’, ‘reliable’, ‘modern’, and
‘universal’ - all these qualities are the
pillars of an equitable and inclusive

sustainable energy-system and a society
that leaves no one behind. Universal
access is integral to the transition of
inclusive, sustainable, secure, and net-
zero emissions energy-system.

Energy Access- Overcoming the
Challenges
• At the heart of Agenda 2030 is the
ambition to leave no one behind: to
invest in the most vulnerable countries
to meet their energy targets and to
ensure they are included in the energy
transition. It is urgent to significantly
increase the speed-up of electrification
and clean cooking expansion efforts.

•Progress must be greatly accelerated
through a shift to a system-level
paradigm: which squeezes greater
commitment and innovation, and
challenges the habitual ways in which
energy access policy and investments
have been considered.

•Energy Access roadmap has
developed a set of strategic-actions to
attract more investment: the actions
include enhancing socio-economic
inclusiveness of energy access; aligning
costs, reliability, quality, and
affordability of energy services;
connecting and redirecting financing. 

•The energy access challenge is
complex, multi-dimensional, and multi-
sectoral: it cannot be resolved by
fragmented and fractional efforts. It
requires a bold, system-level approach.

Achieving universal access to
affordable, reliable, and modern energy
services by 2030 must meet. The
people, one-to-all are depending on it,
and failure is not an option.

Actions for Global Energy Roadmap 
•Align energy policy and investment
with energy transition pathways that
accomplish universal access to
electricity and clean cooking by 2030. 

In a joint global effort, countries must
provide access to electricity to 759
million people who have no electricity;
access to clean cooking for 2.6 billion
people who depend on traditional
cooking-fuels; and to undertake energy
transitions towards a net-zero energy-
system by 2050. Achieving universal
access to sustainable, reliable,
affordable, and modern energy must
also be an integral-part of energy
transition and be fixed in countries'
climate-commitments and strategic-
actions for net-zero energy-systems.  

•Prioritize and coordinate political
commitments and financing to
accelerate access to clean cooking,
building interactions with electrification
efforts.

National governments should integrate
cooking energy demand into energy
planning and strategic-development. A
transition to universal access to clean
cooking will not be a quick fix, but will
build on least-cost, best-fit approaches
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that reflect local people’s needs; taking
into account for food security, gender,
climate, and safety considerations. 

Unprecedented financial and analytical
resources must be mobilized to build
the enabling ecosystem. There is an
urgent need for end-user subsidies to
bridge the affordability gap. Both the
clean cooking and electricity sectors
need to improve their enabling
ecosystems, policy and regulatory
frameworks.

•Position universal access to energy as
a key driver of inclusive, sustainable,
and resilient economic growth and as
an integral part of the transition to a net-
zero energy-system. 

Energy access planning must be
integrated with broader development
priorities to achieve unique
collaborations and opportunities with
respect to all the other SDGs as part of
a broad-based political commitment
and shift to energy access. 

•Put people at the center of efforts to
deliver universal energy. 

Both clean cooking and electricity
access initiatives must be designed
based on human needs, user practices
and preferences, and consumer
affordability levels, taking into account
of different cultural (national and local),
and socio-economic contexts. People-
centered energy access approaches will
need to include a social safety-net to
deliver modern energy services.   

•The 'last mile' of energy access must
become the 'first mile' to be tackled. 

The people live in the countries of
instability and conflicts, low-income
and vulnerable people, are not getting
any access to electricity and clean
cooking; they needed energy access at
the first priority of first-mile, and funding
to LDCs for energy access. The energy
access rates should be increased among
the remote, poorest, vulnerable and
displacement-affected population, to
follow the ‘last mile’ of energy access
become the ‘first mile’ access. 

•Support enterprises with innovative,
cost-effective, and scalable energy-
access business models, so that delivery

of clean cooking and electricity
solutions can be accelerated.  

Unlocking the potential of enterprises
with innovative and pioneering
mechanisms and supporting them to
reach households and businesses on the
'last mile' will enable scaling-up. The
public-private-partnerships to address
affordability constraints and poor
customers.

•Accelerate the advancement of
knowledge exchange, human capacity-
building, partnership-building, and
innovation. 

Human capital- the capacity-building is
essential to drive universal access to

energy. Governments, development
partners, and service providers should
support local academic and training
institutions by investing in capacity and
skills building for professionals in
sustainable energy access, in turn, drive
further innovation in technology to
accelerate the steps of expansion efforts. 

•Improve the availability and quality of
open-source, verifiable energy
information and data pertinent to
national, subnational, and local contexts.  

Both end-user and supply-side data
are necessary for understanding
consumers' needs, and household
surveys should be improved to energy
access, and understanding of critical
aspects of energy access, electricity
uses and cooking practices. 

Conclusions
The actions of global roadmap to
achieve SDG-7 are the pathways of UN
Energy Summit 2021, and expected to
produce two outcomes: finalizing the
roadmap for concrete strategic actions;
and energy compacts setting-out
voluntary commitments and actions by
the member-states.

Universal access to affordable, reliable,
and modern energy services by 2030
(SDG 7.1) is a prerequisite and catalyst
for improving the living and working
conditions of all the world's people,
especially the poorest and most
vulnerable populations who lack
modern energy services. It is integral to
the transition of an inclusive,
sustainable, secure, and net-zero
emissions energy system in line with the
Paris Climate Agreement.

The energy access must have a political,
economic, and environmental priority,
reinforced by policies, investments,
data, innovations, and multi-sector
partnerships. It must be supported by all
energy access stakeholders, starting with
local communities who need to be
active participants in planning and
implementing process to their energy
access, covering with governments,
international communities, national
utilities, private sector investors, civil
society, and academic institutions. 

Achieving SDG-7 will require a system-
level paradigm shift, challenging the
habitual ways in which energy policy
and investments are directed. SDG-7
calls for an integrated approach that
delivers on universal access to
electricity (SDG 7.1.1), should rely on
clean-fuels and technologies for
cooking needs (SDG 7.1.2) by 2030,
while undertaking the transition of
carbon emissions energy systems. The
global UN Energy Roadmap is the
backbone to achieve SDG-7 by 2030,
and net-zero carbon emissions by 2050. 

AKM Monowar Hossain Akhand;
Former Additional Secretary (Director),
Bangladesh Energy Regulatory
Commission (BERC),
Email: makhand14@yahoo.com
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The Paris Agreement is a
legally binding international

treaty on climate change,
adopted by 196

countries in Paris on 12
December 2015, which came

into force on 4 November
2016, and the promises

united all the world's nations
for the first time in a

singleagreement on tackling
global warming and cutting
greenhousegas emissions. 





Gas Transmission Company Lim-
ited (GTCL), a midstream seg-
ment of gas value chain, was

created in 1994 to own and operate
high-pressure gas transmission pipelines
and associated facilities through apply-
ing state-of-the-art modern technologies.
It was a part of unbundling process of
vertically integrated gas system opera-
tion prescribed by the development
partners. GTCL is a company incorpo-
rated by the companies act and is sup-
posed to have the autonomy free from
absolute control of the relevant ministry.
An autonomous board of directors
formed by relevant experts, academi-
cians and researchers with representa-
tive from Petrobangla and Energy and
Mineral Resources Division (EMRD)
were thought to manage the develop-
ment of operations. The company
achieved milestone successes in accom-
plishing many challenging projects in its
infant years. By 2000, it has not only
successfully completed an integrated
gas grid in the eastern side of the Jamuna
river but also extended its operations on
the other side of the river, the Western
region of the country up to Baghabari.
From 2000 to 2021, it expanded from
Moheskhali in the South East to Bogra in
the South West and from Beanibazar in
the North to Khulna in the South. But for
poor governance and absolute bureau-
cratic control, GTCL had to invest
through its nose in many necessary and
unnecessary infrastructures. Many such
projects, taken without required detailed
techno- economic feasibility studies, are
now grossly underutilized. Many proj-
ects and specially procurements done
under a special act for ensuring speedy
power and energy supply without ten-
dering proved as pain in the neck. The
only earning of the company is the
wheeling charge. This cannot compen-

sate the huge investments made so far. 

Over Investment Due to Poor Gov-
ernance 
Thrust on too many gas infrastructure
development projects simultaneously
left not much breathing space for GTCL
to develop its skills needed for manag-
ing operations of huge gas transmission
network with SACDA by conducting
routine and special pigging operations
and operating the compressor stations.
Many pipelines and facilities are under-
sized and overdesigned. The company
requires extending contracts of Engi-
neering, Procurement and Construction
Management (EPCM) contractors for op-
eration of compressor stations. The com-
pressor station at Elenga remained
unutilized since commissioning. The
station at Ashuganj is underutilized. Gas
transmission pipeline built to Khulna is
virtually not being used. Ashuganj—
Bakhrabad loop line is grossly under uti-
lized. Two pipelines built from
Moheshkhali to Anowara within few
years of each other can transport up to
1600-2000 Million Cubic Feet per Day
(MMCFD) of Regasified Liquefied Natu-
ral Gas (RLNG). Four metering stations
set along the pipeline segment can
meter about 4000 MMCFD. But the
present RLNG used in the grid is 600-
800 MMCFD. The pipeline constructed
all the way to Khulna remains unutilized
for almost 5 years. GTCL has been in-
structed to develop most of the above
pipelines and facilities. Hurriedly
planned projects had many flaws. Many
procurements were done without fol-
lowing the standard tendering proce-
dures. Special committee mostly
non-technical bureaucrats dictated all
activities. Even non-technical officials of

EMRD, Planning Commission and ERD
went for training program to Scotland
for learning Compressor Station Opera-
tion. The compressor stations are still
operated by EPCM contractor. The Im-
plementation Monitoring & Evaluation
Division (IMED) of the Planning Com-
mission must conduct a survey on all
completed projects of GTCL from 2010-
2020. GTCL is now constructing some
projects extending its grid to Rangpur
and Southern Bangladesh without cred-
ible assurance of additional gas supply. 

GTCL has nevertheless done wonderful
job completing all projects utilizing its
limited manpower. But it desperately
needs reviewing its organogram. It must
be compensated for its huge investment
for constructing additional infrastruc-
ture. But the question can be asked who
would be accounted for the underuti-
lized gas transmission infrastructure and
huge costs for materials produced with-
out tender in nontransparent processes. 

Transmission Infrastructure Con-
structed During 2010-20 
•Bibiyana—Dhanua Gas Transmission
Pipeline (not utilized to full capacity)

•Compressor stations at Ashuganj and
Elenga (Elenga compressor not used,
Ashuganj compressor underutilized)

•Ashuganj-Manohordi gas transmis-
sion loop line

•Dhanua — Elenga loop line  
•Hatikomrul- Bonpara — Rajshahi
pipeline 

•Bonpara — Ishwardi - Bheramara —
Kushtia — Jessore -Khulna pipeline (only
supplying gas to Bheramara power
plant) 

•Ashuganj - Bakhrabad pipeline
(grossly underutilized) 
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•Bakhrabad — Shiddhirganj pipeline
(underutilized, black powder is often
detected in the pipeline, Jams Filters of
downstream users requiring frequent
changes)

•Maheskhali — Anowara 30 inches OD
90 KM pipeline (first section constructed
in flood plans constructed hurriedly re-
mains unstable)

•Moheshkhali- Anowara 42 inches
OD loop line

•Anowara- Faujdarhat new CGS 42-
inch pipeline.

•Faujdarhat — Feni- Bakhrabad 36-inch
pipeline. 

Given the size and dimensions of the
projects, GTCL must get the credit. But
these extensions have caused GTCL to
lose its sight over developing required
skills, the impact of which would be felt
in future. The return on investment of
most of the projects would not ever be
achieved as perceived in DPP and PP.
Many of such over investment could be
avoided through good governance. 

GTCL Supervisory Control and Data Ac-
quisition (SCADA) facility is still not
fully operational. It is not sure where su-
pervisory control can be done. A major
metering facility at Anowara CGS is still
not commissioned for city reasons.

Top Down Management Caused All
Issues
Till 2005, all GTCL works followed bot-
tom up development process. GTCL
management conceived projects and
through expeditious approvals and in-
tensive monitoring process executed
projects on time, maintaining excellent
quality. Things started getting out of
control from 2010 and now it is all dic-
tated from the high-ups. Managing Di-
rectors are being changed too often.
While GTCL cannot even supply gas to
any consumers in Kushtia, Jessore and
Khulna, why then the transmission grid
is being extend up to Rangpur? Where
from and when additional gas would
come? When GTCL would get return on
investment?

Needs Professional Review of As-
stets and Resources 
GTCL is not a privately owned com-

pany. It is a state-run enterprise using
taxpayers’money for serving the taxpay-
ers. Having made too many invest-
ments, there must now be professional
assessment of assets and resources. Why
after so many years it had to rely on
EPCM contractors for managing the op-
erations of facilities? Why SCADA sys-
tem is not fully operational? A review of
all DPPs and PPs of the completed proj-
ects would evidence that most of the
objectives were not achieved. If reme-
dial actions are not taken and GTCL
continues to make over investments
without assured returns, the company
may become sick.

Needs Organogram
Questions have started arising if the
GTCL is overstaffed? Many competent
officers deserve promotions but there is
scope to do so due to the existing
organogram. The revised organogram is
not approved yet. This has created frus-
trations among the employees. Many
talented officials have already left their
jobs. Others are planning to leave.
These would cause brain drain. Imme-
diate approval to the revised
organogram after careful review is ur-
gent to facilitate promotion of the de-
serving officials. It would be better to
create positions of at least three Deputy
Managing Directors — Director (System
Operation and Maintenance), Director
(Planning and Development) and Direc-
tor (Finance and Administration). Well-

equipped regional offices of system op-
eration must be set up in Chattogram
and a general manager should be in-
charge. In future, maximum gas would
come from the South East. Three more
general managers should be there at
Ashuganj, Baghabari for greater Ra-
jshahi and Ranpur regions and Khulna
and Barishal regions. 

A special pay scale as introduced for
power sector must also be introduced.
GTCL is the most important segment of
the energy value chain. It deserves spe-
cial attention.

Conclusion
The government must review the
structure of GTCL in the context of
articles of association of the com-
pany as per the company’s act,
business rule, transmission strategy.
There exist competent retired gas
transmission experts in Bangladesh.
Relevant academics, researchers
and business executives can add
values. Representatives from
Petrobangla and EMRD should be
there. But the present absolute con-
trol of EMRD makes GTCL trying to
swim on the turbulent waters with
hands and legs tied. 

Saleque Sufi;
Contributing Editor, EP
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Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina recently

inaugurated five power
plants, having a total of 779-
MW electricity generation
capacity.

The power plants are 400-
MW Combined Cycle Power
Plant Bibiyana-3 in Habiganj,
up-gradation of 150-MW
Power Plant to 225-MW
Combined Cycle Power Plant
in Sylhet, 100-MW Power
Plant Unit-2 at Zulda in
Chattogram, 104-MW Power

Plant at Meghnaghat in
Narayanganj and 100-MW
Power Plant at Madhumoti in
Bagerhat.

The Premier joined the
opening ceremony virtually
from her official residence
Ganabhaban here as the
chief guest.

According to the ministry of
power, the government has
successfully installed 119
power plants with a capacity
of 20,293-MW electricity
production after assuming

PM Opens 5 Power Plants 

Summit Power Limited
(SPL) has launched the

Summit Testing & Calibration
Laboratory (STCL) in
Narayanganj with the coun-
try’s accreditation certificates.

It received accreditation cer-
tificates from Bangladesh Ac-
creditation Board (BAB)
under the Industries Ministry.

This is a milestone as SPL is
the first IPP to receive na-
tional level accreditation for
its labs, said a press release.

The labs were developed to
test and calibrate power
plant’s instruments as per in-
ternational standards and
awarded accreditation certifi-
cate in the latest standard of
ISO/IEC, 17025:2017.

With accreditation from BAB,
Summit Testing & Calibration
Laboratory (STCL) is recog-
nized by the national govern-
ing body that this laboratory
maintains appropriate stan-
dards with integrity. EP
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IEA Executive Director Fatih
Birol has been named as

one of the world’s 100 most
influential people by Time in
its closely watched annual
list, highlighting the growing
global impact of the IEA’s
work on energy and climate
issues under his leadership.

The Time 100 list, an-
nounced recently, is now in
its 18th year and recognizes
the impact, innovation and
achievement of the most in-

fluential individuals across
the globe.

“I’m humbled. This is an
honor that I share with my
dedicated colleagues at the
IEA who have worked so tire-
lessly to help the world better
understand how the energy
sector can lead the fight
against climate change,” said
Dr Birol, who has served as
Executive Director of the IEA
since 2015. 

Fatih Birol Named on Time 100 List
of World’s Most Influential People

Summit IPP’s Testing Lab
Certified Nationally

EP

LPG operators at a
public hearing re-

cently have de-
manded the price of
12-kg LPG cylinder
at Tk 1,381 while it
is selling at Tk
1,100.

Asking for the en-
hanced price, LPG Operators
of Association of Bangladesh
(LOAB) urged the Bangladesh
Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (BERC) to review the
price fixing formula and ac-
commodate all costs in re-fix-
ing the LPG price.

In a public hearing at BIAM
Auditorium in the city, LOAB
made the plea to the energy
regulatory body.    

However, consumer's right
groups have asked the energy

regulator to cautiously deal
with the matter relating to re-
fixing the price of liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) to avert
litigation while the operators
have insisted for raising the
price further to cover losses
in their business.  

Full panel of the Commission
(BERC), presided over the
Commission Chairman
Abdul Jalil conducted the
hearing, however, both the
sides placed their respective
arguments.

LPG Operators for Re-Fixing Price
of 12kg Cylinder

EP
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The government is facing
huge fund shortage after

an abrupt rise of fuel prices in
the international market.

Bangladesh Power
Development Board (BPDB)
has yet to pay over two
months of electricity bills to
private sponsors while
natural gas supply is facing
unusual rationing due to
substantial hike in natural gas
tariff in the international
market. 

“Cost of electricity generation
is significantly high now as it
increased by around Tk 40
billion each in July and
August 2021. It might cross
Tk 50 billion in the current
month thanks to the higher
tariff of furnace oil, diesel,
coal and LNG in the
international market,” said a
senior official.

The BPDB has a history of
unpaid bill for only one
month, he said.

Now, the furnace oil tariff
rose to $265 per metric
tonne, 2.5 times higher just in
a year.

Besides, the LNG tariff
increased to $25 per mmBtu
(million British thermal unit)
which was only $18 just a
month ago.

The Energy and Mineral
Resources Division (EMRD)
scrapped a proposal to procure
LNG from the international
market due to excessive tariff
under bidding method.

The EMRD will invite fresh
tender for import of the LNG
to meet for reeling demand of
the fossil fuel for electricity
generation as well as
industrial production.      

Govt Faces Fund Crisis as Global
Fuel Prices Soar

The government has
undertaken an

initiative to introduce
international standard
petrol pumps having
modern facility across
the country, said an
official familiar with the
process. 

"For this, the government
wants to implement the
concept of 'Highway Model
Filling Station' all over the
country and reduce the
number filling stations having
no modern facility as well as
reputation," the official added.

He said the country's socio-
economic development,
business viability and inter-
country road network
facilities have encouraged
the government to set up the
model filling stations.

The ministry conducted a
survey and found the new
concept of setting up model

filling stations on highways,
said an official. 

He said that the survey was
conducted following various
criticisms and allegations
against petrol pumps across the
country and the government
took the initiative to introduce
model filling stations on the
basis of the survey.

According to the survey,
conventional petrol pumps are
selling adulterated oil and
manipulating weight, while
model filing stations like
developed world will be able to
make profit by selling fuel and
providing other vehicles and
customers related services.

Saudi Aramco is consid-
ering a bold move to
open up one of the
world’s largest uncon-
ventional gas fields to
foreign investors, as it
looks to fund a $110 bil-
lion project to help it di-
versify from oil sales, people
familiar with the matter said.

The state-controlled pro-
ducer is working with an ad-
viser as it explores raising
new equity or debt for its vast
Jafurah site, the people said,
asking not to be identified be-
cause the information is pri-
vate. 

It has started preliminary talks
with potential investors in-

cluding large commodity
traders.

Deliberations are in the early
stages and Aramco could de-
cide to pursue other ways of
gathering money to fund the
Jafurah development, the
people said. 

Saudi Arabia’s gas reserves
are the largest in the Arab
world after Qatar, according
to BP Plc. 
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Saudi Aramco May Open $110bn
Gas Project to Foreign Investors

Bangladesh Power Devel-
opment Board (BPDB)

has requested a waiver of tax
deducted at source (TDS) on
selling bulk electricity to
power distribution compa-
nies.

The request came as the state-
owned statutory organization
incurred a cumulative loss of
over Tk 620.46 billion.

BPDB may need to raise
power tariff if the National
Board of Revenue (NBR)

doesn’t consider its request of
the TDS waiver. 

The board purchases electric-
ity from rentals, quick rentals
and Independent Power Pro-
ducers (IPP) besides import-
ing from India as a single
buyer.

It supplies the power to dis-
tribution companies as per
the directive of the
Bangladesh Energy Regula-
tory Commission (BERC),
said a BPDB letter.

BPDB Seeks Tax Waiver After
Tk 620bn Loss

EP

Highway Model Filling Stations
on Cards 
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Bashundhara LPG, the
leading liquified petro-

leum gas brand in the coun-
try, is going to launch a
countrywide campaign to
provide on-demand hands-
on advice for the safety
household use of cylinder of
any company.

Officials of the company
briefed the campaign titled
‘Service Camp’ to media at
Industrial headquarters-2 in
Bashundhara Residential
Area of the capital on
Wednesday.

Bashundhara LPG chief fi-
nancial officer Mahbub
Alam, sector-A chief operat-
ing officer M M Jasim Uddin
and Bashundhara LPG head
of sales Jakaria Jalal were
present in the briefing.

Under the campaign, ten
teams across eight divisions
will reach home to home to
check the cylinder on de-
mand and provide safety ad-
vise in case of problems in
burners or circulating pipe of
the cylinder, officials said. 

Bashundhara Group sector-A
chief operating officer MM
Jasim Uddin said the service
team is ready to reach the
service any corner of the
country on registration from
the customers.

“In first phase, we want to
serve 18.75 thousand fam-
ilies from October to De-
cember. Every day our
team will cover 25 fami-
lies,” he said.

Bashundhara LPG Launches
Countrywide Service Camp

Speakers at a recent
seminar have said that the

government needed to focus
on nuclear science education
to develop qualified human
resources (HR) to run the
country's first ever Rooppur
nuclear power plant (RNPP)
in proper manner.

"We need around 5,000
qualified engineers to run the
RNPP per day. However, we
have taken up a program in
cooperation with Rosatom to
train up our people but the
pace is slow," former chief of

Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission (BAEC) Shafiqul
Islam Bhuyain told a seminar
titled "Contribution of
Rooppur NPP construction to
the sustainable development
of Bangladesh".

Russia's State Nuclear
Corporation Rosatom in
association with Bangladesh
Atomic Energy Commission
(BAEC) and Atomstroyexport
(ASE), the General Contractor
of RNPP organized the
seminar at the conference
room of Bangabandhu

Qualified HR Crucial for RNPP
Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Novo
Theatre recently.

Goncharova
Natalia, expert at
Communication
Department of ASE,
presented a paper
on "Sustainable
Development in Engineering
Division", while Fokin
Konstantin, Chief Expert at
Career, Assessment and
Training Centre, Moscow
presented a paper on "The
capabilities of the Rosatom
nuclear education system for
the RNPP construction

project", Dr Abdur Razzak
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Novo
Theatre, Director General of
Dr Ashoke Kumar Paul,
Member Bio-Science of
Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission (BAEC),
representatives from BAEC
also spoke.

Bangladesh-Nepal Joint
Steering Committee (JSC)

recently emphasized on fur-
ther cooperation in power
sector between the two
countries.

The third meeting of the
committee was held through
video conferencing under-
scoring the need for greater
cooperation between the two
countries in the power sector,
according to a statement. 

It said Bangladesh Power
Secretary Md Habibur Rah-
man and Nepalese Power,
Water Resources and Irriga-
tion Secretary Devendra
Karki led the JSC on behalf of
their respective sides.

The JSC meeting had a fruit-
ful discussion on the huge
potential for setting up hy-
dropower plants in Nepal
and the need for electricity in
both countries, the statement
added. 

According to variation of sea-
sons the demand for electric-

ity in the two countries and
the issue of mutual electricity
trade were considered at the
meeting.

The JSC discussed possibility
of investing in hydropower
plants in Nepal and the in-
vestment of Bangladesh's pri-
vate sector for power
generation in Nepal. 

The Nepalese government
identified five potential hy-
dropower projects there and
a decision will be taken after
the ongoing survey of those
projects and then
Bangladeshi investors will
have the opportunity for in-
vestment, the meeting was
told.

Two separate joint technical
teams (Generation) and joint
technical team (Transmission)
comprising representatives of
both the countries were
working to identify potential
projects for financing and
joint implementation of
power plants in Nepal. EP
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JSC Emphasizes on Further
Cooperation in Power Sector 
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The ongoing gas supply
shortage has affected

severely the production of
textile mills in some areas of
Savar, Narayanganj,
Dhamrai, Manikganj,
Gazipur and Chattogram.

The millers expressed the fear
that they will lose the work
orders if the production
cannot be continued. 

Many of the mills have been
running at 50 percent to 60
percent capacity because of
the lower pressure of gas in
the industrial units.

The millers also said gas
pressure is so low that
sometimes the pressure
reaches to 1.5 pounds
per square inch (psi)
although they were
approved 10 PSI or more
than 10PSI for operation.

A leading spinner said
that with good pressure

of gas he could produce 140
tonnes of yarn in a day but
the production lowered to
100 tonnes now.

"I have been facing the
trouble of gas pressure over
the last one month and my
investment is in trouble now
because of lower production
of yarn," he said.

Currently, some 450 spinning
mills have been supplying 80
percent of yarn to the local
knitwear factories. They are
the main consumers of the
gas. 

Gas Crisis Affects Production
in Textile Units of 6 Areas

The Parliamen-
tary Standing

Committee on the
Ministry of Power,
Energy and Min-
eral Resources re-
c e n t l y
r e c o m m e n d e d
bringing all gas subscribers
under pre-paid meter serv-
ices as soon as possible.

The committee made this
recommendation at its 19th
meeting held at the Jatiya
Sangsad (JS) here with com-
mittee Chairperson Wasiqa
Ayesha Khan in the chair.

The committee also recom-
mended for taking necessary
action in realizing arrears of
six gas distribution compa-
nies under the Petrobangla. 

Even the real and financial
progress report of the ongo-

ing projects running under
the Power and Mineral Re-
sources division also has
been asked to place before
the committee in the next
meeting, according to an of-
ficial release of the parlia-
ment secretariat here. 

Committee members State
Minister for Power, Energy
and Mineral Resources Nas-
rul Hamid, M Ali Asgar, M
Nurul Islam Talukder, M
Aslam Hossain Sawdagar,
Mosammat Khaleda Khanam
and Nargis Rahman partici-
pated in the meeting.

JS Committee for Bringing Gas
Subscribers Under Pre-Paid Services 

The number of electricity
connections has been in-

creasing rapidly due to easy
and flexible connection sys-
tem, introduced by the min-
istry, according to officials
familiar with the process.

“Efficient and time befitting
initiatives taken by the present
government also helped con-
sumers getting electricity con-
nections easily as well as
billing system,” State Minister
for Power, Energy and Mineral
Resources Nasrul Hamid said. 

He said currently the
number of electricity
connections rose to
4.09 crore, which was
only 1.08 crore in 2009
and the irrigation con-
nections stood at 4.46
lakh, which was 2.34

lakh in 2009. 

“Access to quality and reli-
able electricity is no more a
dream as the country’s 99.5
percent people are now get-
ting supply of power, which
was only 47 percent before
2009,” Nasrul said. 

He added that the govern-
ment has been providing
electricity connections within
the shortest working hours
and also encouraging online
applications as part of paper-
less office campaign. 

Power Consumers Increasing Rapidly 

MAN Energy Solu-
tions will supply

6 x 18V51/60G, the
engines with the high-
est power output in
the market, along with
the major Balance of
Plant equipment to
the City of Lakeland,
Florida for its munici-
pal utility, Lakeland Electric,
which the City of Lakeland
owns and operates.

Together, Lakeland Electric
and MAN Energy Solutions
will build a new 120 MW
RICE (Reciprocating Internal
Combustion Engine) plant on
a brownfield site in the city.

The new facility will run on
natural gas and replace a re-
cently retired, coal-fired
plant. This will significantly
contribute to Lakeland Elec-

tric’s commitment to the
community to improve the
carbon footprint of their
power generation.

Both parties want to put the
plant in service as quickly as
possible, so MAN committed to
a fast-track delivery of all equip-
ment to the site by July 2022.

A long term service agree-
ment will ensure, that the
plant will be maintained to
the highest industry standards
for the next 10 years. EP
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Bangladesh has reversed its
decision to skirt the

expensive spot LNG market
following a surge in demand
for natural gas in industries
and power plants, and signs
of energy shortages that are
forcing its importers to
procure gas at record high
prices.

The South Asian country's
response underscored the
dilemma of some of Asia's
regional economies that have
shifted part of their energy
mix towards natural gas in
recent years, but are feeling
the pinch of high prices for a
fuel that has never really
been truly competitive.

The Energy and Mineral
Resources Division (EMRD)
under the Ministry of Power,

Energy and Mineral
Resources (MPEMR)
has instructed state-
run Petrobangla to
take necessary
action to resume
spot LNG imports
this month, a senior
Petrobangla official

said.

State-owned Rupantarita
Prakritik Gas Co. Ltd.
(RPGCL), a fully-owned
subsidiary of Petrobangla,
floated a tender to purchase
one spot LNG cargo of
around 138,000 cu m last
week, for September
delivery, and Bangladesh is
considering two spot LNG
cargoes for October, the
official said. 

This is in addition to around
5-6 term LNG cargoes
imported every month.

Petrobangla had halted spot
LNG imports in the first week
of August following
instructions from the EMRD
in view of rising spot prices
that were trading around
$15/MMBtu at the time. 

Bangladesh to Tap Costlier
Asian Spot LNG Market

Jatiya Sangsad is set to en-
dorse the Power, Energy

and Mineral Resources Min-
istry's move to approve a
five-year extension of
'Speedy Supply of Power
and Energy (Special Provi-
sion) (Amendment) Act,
2010'.

This will law gives the gov-
ernment a sweeping author-
ity to bypass existing
legislation while taking any

steps in the energy and
power sector.

This Act states that any activ-
ity which comes under its
purview, or any official or
employee implementing
such activities cannot be
subject to any legal chal-
lenge.

The law allows parties inter-
ested in power and energy
projects to enter into con-
tracts through negotiations

with a 'special committee'.

Meanwhile, the National
Committee to Protect Oil,
Gas, Mineral Resources,
Power and Ports, left wing
political parties, Center for

Policy Dialogue (CPD) and
local experts and academics
repeatedly urged the govern-
ment to scrap the law as the
country is now in a comfort
zone in terms of power gen-
eration.

JS to Endorse Extension of
Speedy Supply of Power

and Energy Act

The UK gov-
ernment re-

cently held an
emergency meet-
ing with energy
and consumer
groups, as the
country experi-
ences record gas
prices that threaten huge bills
for households as well as un-
dermining food supplies and
casting doubt on energy
firms’ futures.

Prime minister Boris Johnson
sought to reassure consumers
fearing surging winter power
bills and the possibility of
more small British energy
firms collapsing from higher
costs.

Faced with a fast-moving sit-
uation, business secretary
Kwasi Kwarteng was meeting
with the energy industry and
consumer groups.

Speaking during a visit to the
United States, Johnson said,
‘People should be reassured
in the sense that yes there are

a lot of short-term problems
not just in our country... but
around the world caused by
gas supplies and shortages of
all kinds.’

‘We’ve got to try and fix it as
fast as we can, make sure we
have the supplies we want,
make sure we don’t allow the
companies we rely on to go
under. We’ll have to do
everything we can,’ British
media reported him as say-
ing.

Prices of natural gas in Britain
have hit record highs, also
driven up after a fire knocked
out a vital point connecting
the country’s power grid to
France.

UK Holds Emergency Meeting
Over Soaring Gas Prices
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Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has

sought US investment
in country's different
promising sectors such
as renewable energy
and blue economy.

"We invite US investment
in other lucrative sectors
as ICT, renewable
energy, shipbuilding,
automobile, light
engineering, agro-
processing, blue
economy, tourism and
knowledge based hi-tech
industries are among
those," she said.

She was presenting the
keynote speech at a
business roundtable
joining virtually from
her palace of
residence in the Lotte

New York Palace
recently.

The Prime Minister
hoped that the US-
Bangladesh Business
Council may continue
to play a catalytic role
in raising the present
annual bilateral trade
of US$ 9 billion to
higher figures.

She also expressed her
expectation that
Bangladesh's trade
relations can be
further strengthened
with duty free access
and other trade
privileges in the US
market.

The US-Bangladesh
Business Council
organized the virtual
roundtable titled
"Bangladesh Forward:

The Frontier for
Growth" in honor of
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

PM's ICT Adviser Sajeeb
Ahmed Wazed spoke at
the roundtable while
Foreign Minister Dr AK
Abdul Momen and State
Minister for Foreign
Affairs Shahriar Alam
were present.

The US-Bangladesh
Business Council
President Nisha Biswal,
who moderated the
roundtable, made
opening remarks.

US-Bangladesh
Business Council
members and US and
Bangladesh Business
World leaders also
took part in it.

PM Seeks US Investment in RE,
Blue Economy

Bangladesh is expected to cut its
over-reliance on imported vehicles,

switch to electric modes of
transportation and become a regional
hub for automobile manufacturing by
2030 as the government unveiled the
country's first-ever policy to develop
the sector. 

The Automobile Industry
Development Policy 2021 promises
to offer tax and export incentives to
encourage entrepreneurs to establish
automobile manufacturing plants in
the country.

As per the policy, investors will get
the opportunity to import capital
machinery and equipment to make
cars at zero tax.

Besides, commercial vehicle
manufacturers will get duty-free access for
the import of auto parts for four years.

Investors will get concessional loans
to market locally manufactured
commercial vehicles, according to
the policy issued by the industries
ministry recently.

A 15 per cent cash incentive will be
given for the exports of locally
assembled or CKD (completely
knocked down) cars.

The local automobile industry has been
considered as a potential industrial sector
for the last two decades as it has registered
impressive growth and contributes greatly
to the national economy.

The sector is nearing critical mass
thanks to its ability to adopt new
technologies and increased
efficiency in human resource
management.

Auto Policy May
Cut Imports
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British renewables developer
Lightsource BP recently announced it

had secured US$1.8 billion (AU$2.5
billion) in revolving credit lines from ten of
the world’s biggest lenders, to finance its
plans to hit 25 GW of solar project
capacity by 2025.

The London-based business, which is half
owned by British energy company BP, said
the finance package — which includes
trade credit, which offers the user the
chance to take goods and pay later — had
been secured from lenders in France,
Spain, the U.K., Japan, Canada, and the
U.S.

The credit facilities will be provided by
French banks BNP Paribas and Société
Générale; Spanish institution Santander;
U.K. government-controlled NatWest and
domestic peer Lloyds; Japanese institutions
Mitsubishi UFJ and Sumitomo Mitsui;
Canadian financiers Canadian Imperial
and Toronto Dominion; and U.S. brand
Wells Fargo. A press release recently issued
by Lightsource BP did not indicate how
much each lender had contributed to the
package.

The clean energy company estimated its
25 GW push will create around 500 jobs
over the next four years and said it had
developed 3.8 GW of solar capacity since
forerunner Lightsource was founded, 11
years ago.

Lightsource group chief executive Nick
Boyle, quoted in the press release, said:
“Globally, renewable energy is shifting
from a mindset of gigawatts to terawatts.
Investments are being made by the billion,
not the million. And big companies like
Amazon, McDonald’s and eBay are
switching to clean energy. This trend
proves that renewables are mainstream
and solar is playing a key role in
addressing the climate crisis.”

Lightsource BP
Secures $2.5bn to

Develop Over 20GW
of New Solar by 2025

State Minister for Power, Energy and
Mineral Resources Nasrul Hamid has

said the government adopted a year-
wise plan to achieve the targets of the
renewable energy policy. 

“Activities are being carried out in
accordance with the Roadmap-2030 for
evaluation of renewable energy
resources and power generation from
renewable sources,” he said in a video
message at the UN High-Level Dialogue
on Energy recently. 

The state minister said the draft roadmap
for solar power-2041 is being reviewed,
adding, “More than 20 million rural off-
grid people across the country were
brought under solar home system.”

“In the context of Bangladesh,
solar power is more likely than
other renewable energy
sources. But it takes more land
so innovative solutions are
needed for solar power.
Although we are moving
towards rooftop solar and
floating solar technology,” he
said. 

Nasrul said net metering system
has been introduced to popularize
rooftop solar power. “There are
opportunities to do more with wind
power. Wind mapping was done at nine
sites and research will be conducted
about offshore winds soon,” he added. 

“We want to increase the share of
power generation from renewable
sources to 40% of our production mix
by 2050. Therefore, the power master
plan is being updated,” the state
minister said.

The high-level UN dialogue has
promised more than $400 billion in new
fund and investment in public and
private sectors. 

Govt Adopts Year-Wise RE Plan: Nasrul
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The possibility of exempting “green”
investments from EU deficit

calculations will form part of discussions
when EU budget rules are revised,
European Commission Vice President
Valdis Dombrovskis said recently.

The idea to exempt investments that
would help prevent climate change is to
support the bloc’s ambition to cut net CO2

emissions to zero by 2050.

The exemption of investments in
such projects has been
nicknamed by EU officials as the
“golden rule.”

“Obviously, the question of a
golden rule, in one way or
another, will be part of the
discussion of the EU fiscal
framework,” Dombrovskis told

reporters after the second day of EU
finance ministers’ talks in the Slovenian
town of Brdo.

During the two-day summit, finance
ministers from the bloc have debated how
to amend budget rules to better fit changed
economic realities once EU budget rules,
now suspended until the end of 2022, are
reinstated from 2023.

Green Investments to be Part of EU
Budget Rules Review
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Siemens Gamesa has continued to
climb new heights with the upgrade

of its next generation onshore platform
increasing power output to 6.6MW.

The new SG 6.6-155 and SG 6.6-170
turbines will now offer higher unitary
power, in turn delivering a lower Levelized
Cost of Energy (LCoE) for customers.

The increase will optimize performance
in high, medium and low-wind
conditions for the Siemens Gamesa 5.X
platform. Both turbines can now offer
greater annual energy production and
optimized project CAPEX. 

This is made possible in part through

using a modular, flexible design to ease
logistics, construction, operation and
maintenance costs, as well as reducing
the OPEX, which results in a lower cost
of energy for projects.

Both turbines combine a flexible power
rating from 5.6MW to 6.6MW with two
of the largest rotor diameters in the
market, 155 and 170 meters. The new
rating, together with the biggest rotor in
the industry, configures the Siemens
Gamesa 5.X as the highest yielding
onshore turbine in the industry.

The company signed its first contract for
the Siemens Gamesa 5.X platform for
the 231MW Skaftaasen project in late
2019. Since then, the company has sold
almost 3GW of the platform to
customers from the Nordics to Brazil,
making it one of the company’s fastest
selling technologies.

Siemens Gamesa
Upgrades Leading
Onshore Turbine

The Cabinet Committee on
Government Purchase (CCGP)

recently approved a total of five
proposals in the power and energy
sector including one for awarding a
joint venture for setting up a 50MW
(AC) solar power plant at Terokhada
upazila in Khulna.

The approval came from the 32nd
meeting of the CCGP held virtually with
Finance Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal
in the chair.

Briefing reporters after the meeting
virtually, Cabinet Division Additional
Secretary Md Shamsul Arefin said that a
total of 12 proposals were approved in
the day's meeting.

He said the joint venture of Hero Future
Energies Asia Pte Ltd, Singapore and
Business Research International
Corporation Inc, (BRIC), Panama would
implement the work for setting up the
solar power plant with around Tk
1,328.90 crore under the Power Division.

The tariff of per unit electricity
will be US$0.1025 or around Tk
8.20. 

Shamsul said following a
proposal from the Energy and
Mineral Resources Division,
Chinese XMC-CMC Consortium
has been appointed for a six-
year term to extract coal from
Boropukuria Coal Mine in
Dinajpur with around Tk

1,049.49 crore.

In response to another proposal from the
Energy and Mineral Resources Division,
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation
(BPC) would procure some 33.60 lakh
MMBtu LNG from the spot market with
around Tk 1,002.37 crore.

The Cabinet Division Additional
Secretary said that the CCGP meeting
approved another proposal from the
Power Division under which Ideal
Electrical Enterprise Ltd, Bangladesh
would conduct the work for setting up
six power substations with necessary
machineries on turn-key basis with
around Tk 65.07 crore.

In another proposal from the Power
Division, M/s J&C Implex Ltd, Dhaka
would ensure the procurement,
installation and concerned expert services
for the Gas Turbine and Hot Gas Path
Inspection with Tk 102.94 crore under the
project for setting up Sikalbaha 225 MW
power plant in Chattogram.

50MW Solar Plant to be Set Up in Khulna

President of Gasnam Francisco López
has said natural gas represents the only

real alternative to move towards the
decarbonization of heavy transport by
road and sea and must have firm support
to facilitate the penetration of renewable
gases.

López was speaking at the inauguration of
the Green Gas Mobility Summit in Madrid,
which brought together all the sectors
involved in sustainable mobility in Spain
and committed to the implementation of
biogas and hydrogen as carbon neutral
fuels, Gasnam.

The number of
LNG truck
registrations has
grown 33% so far
this year, and in

the maritime sector orders for new LNG-
fueled vessels are already around 30% of
the contracted tonnage. 

López highlighted: “These trucks and
ships that today use natural gas are one
step away from net zero CO2 emissions
thanks to biomethane. At Gasnam we
trust that the Government will speed up
the implementation of a system of
guarantees of origin and that it will
decide to raise the ambition of the draft
Biogas Roadmap, so that it represents
the determined commitment that this
renewable energy requires.”

NG Only Mature Alternative to
Decarbonize Heavy Transport
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Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has been honored

with the “SDGs Progress
Award” in recognition of
Bangladesh's achievements in
sustainable development from
2015 to 2020.

The UN Sustainable
Development Solutions
Network (SDSN) and other
organizations, including the
Earth Institute of Columbia
University and the Center for
Sustainable Development at
Columbia University, jointly
gave the award.

The Prime Minister recently
accepted the award at the
9th Annual International
Conference on Sustainable
Development (ICSD), held
virtually.

“The SDSN and some other
organizations conferred the
award for the achievements
of Bangladesh from 2015 to
2020. According to their
evaluation, what Bangladesh

doing is a miracle,” said
Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul
Momen while briefing
reporters in New York. 

Accepting the award, Sheikh
Hasina dedicated it to the
people of Bangladesh.

“This award is a testimony of
our endeavors engaged in
achieving SDGs. ‘Leaving no
one behind’ is a key part of the
SDGs. We’ll continue our
march towards progress and
prosperity so that no one is left
behind,” she said.

The World Health
Organization strengthened

its air quality guidelines
recently, saying air pollution
was now one of the biggest
environmental threats to human
health, causing seven million
premature deaths a year.

It said urgent action was
needed to reduce exposure to
air pollution, ranking its burden
of disease on a par with

smoking and unhealthy
eating.

“WHO has adjusted
almost all the air quality
guideline levels
downwards, warning that
exceeding the new...
levels is associated with
significant risks to
health,” it said. “Adhering
to them could save
millions of lives.”

The guidelines aim to protect
people from the adverse effects
of air pollution and are used by
governments as a reference for
legally-binding standards.

The UN health agency last
issued air quality guidelines,
or AQGs, in 2005, which
had a significant impact on
pollution abatement policies
worldwide.

Hasina Receives SDGs
Progress Award

Air Pollution Kills
7m Annually: WHO
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Sourcing the finance for
climate adaptation and

mitigation efforts will be one
of the biggest challenges
faced by disaster-prone
countries in forging a new
agreement at key United
Nations climate talks in
November (COP26).

Earlier poor and developing,
and other climate vulnerable
countries were promised
US$100 billion a year in
climate finance by 2020 by
developed country
governments more than a
decade ago.

But rich countries will continue
to miss the longstanding pledge
to US$100 billion a year for the
next four years, according to an
analysis by Oxfam International.

Data from the Organization
for Economic Cooperation

and Development (OECD)
released recently showed
that the climate finance
reached only US$80 billion
in 2019.

Data was not available for
2020, but the US$100 billion
target is likely to be missed
amid the economic damage
wreaked by the pandemic.

Oxfam last year revealed the
true value of financing is
US$22 billion-only a quarter
of what developed countries
had reported. 

Ahead of the 26th
Conference of Parties (COP)
in Glasgow, Scotland,
negotiating blocs from
developing countries have
called the shortfall an
"emotive issue" within the
climate talks, that "damages
trust" among parties.

Climate Finance to be Hot
Topic at COP26

India will splash 257 billion
rupees ($3.5 billion) on

incentives for the auto sector
to boost production of clean
cars, the government said
recently, as it seeks to cut
greenhouse gas emissions as
part of the Paris climate
accord.

The push for electric vehicles
is also fueled by the need to
reduce pollution, with major
cities in the nation of 1.3

billion people home
to some of the
world's dirtiest air.

The scheme will
allow India to
"leapfrog to
environmentally
cleaner, electric
vehicles and

hydrogen fuel cell vehicles",
the cabinet said in a
statement.

"It will herald a new age in
higher technology, more
efficient and green
automotive manufacturing,"
it added.

The incentives will be
provided to automobile and
drone manufacturers in India
over a five-year period.

India Launches $3.5b
Incentives for Green Cars
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German Ambassador in
Dhaka Achim Troster

recently said Germany will
increase its cooperation in
tackling the impacts of
climate change and in the
ongoing development
programs in Bangladesh.

Referring to Bangladesh as a
very close ally of Germany,
the German envoy said this
cooperation would be

provided on the basis
of mutual talks and
expectations. 

Troster said this while
paying a courtesy call
on Environment, Forest
and Climate Change
Ministry Md Shahab

Uddin at the Secretariat here.

Appreciating the
development and progress of
Bangladesh and the dynamic
leadership of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, the German
Ambassador said Germany
would continue its
cooperation through the Paris
Climate Agreement and the
Green Climate Fund. 

Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate

Change Md Shahab Uddin
recently said Bangladesh is
working successfully to
implement the Vienna
Convention and the Montreal
Protocol adopted to protect the
ozone layer. 

"Bangladesh has passed all the
stages of implementation of the
Montreal Protocol in a timely
manner and is complying with
the obligations of the Protocol.
In recognition of this,
Bangladesh has been praised
and awarded by the United
Nations Environment Program

in 2012 and 2017.
In addition, the
Department of the
Environment was
awarded in 2019 by
the World Customs
Organization, the
United Nations
Environment

Program and the Ozone
Secretariat in recognition of
their significant contributions
to the control of illegal entry
and import of ozone depleting
substances," he said. 

He was speaking as the chief
guest at a function organized in
the Walton Hi-Tech Industries
Limited corporate office at
Bashundhara on the occasion
of World Ozone Day 2021
under the theme "Protect the
Ozone Layer, Build a Safe
Food and a Cool World of
Antidotes" in compliance with
the Montreal Protocol, a press
release said. 

Bangladesh Working on
Protecting Ozone Layer: Shahab
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Around 17% of
Bangladesh will be

submerged by rising sea
levels, rendering 20 million
people homeless, by 2050.

UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet came up with the
information at the 48th session
of the Human Rights Council
recently, citing a report.

The Maldives, with over 80% of
its land area less than one meter
above sea level, is already
experiencing severe impact
which will only get worse as sea
levels rise, she said.

Also, across much of
Southeast Asia, including
Indonesia, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Thailand and
Vietnam, forecasts indicate
that by 2050 daily high tides
could flood areas where over
48 million people now live,
while annual flooding would
on average affect the homes of
over 79 million people.

Rising Sea Levels Can Render 20m
Bangladeshis Homeless by 2050

Germany to Increase Climate
Support to Bangladesh: Envoy
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Recently, in the lead up to
the ‘Global Women’s

Assembly for Climate Justice,’
a six-day virtual forum
organized by the Women’s
Earth & Climate Action
Network (WECAN)
International, organizers
have delivered a detailed
Call to Action for climate
justice to governments and
financial institutions
worldwide. 

The Call to Action was signed
by over 120 organizations
representing millions of
people globally, and was
delivered during the UN
General Assembly– and will
also be presented at COP26. 

As climate disasters worsen
every day, climate
movements around the world
are increasing the pressure
on governments and
financial institutions to take
immediate climate action. 

The ‘Global Women’s

Assembly for Climate Justice:
Solutions from the Frontlines
and the Protection and
Defense of Human Rights
and Nature,’ started on
September 25, and
comprised 20 gender-
inclusive sessions over six
days featuring 100 climate
leaders from 40 countries.

The Assembly was designed
for people to come together
and demonstrate what
equitable and effective
climate action looks like,
while building momentum
for the crucial United
Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) COP26
in November in Glasgow. 
Event organizers have also
released a collection of
frameworks and initiatives as
recommendations for
governments and financial
institutions in the run-up to
the COP as a complement to
the Call to Action.

Global Women’s Climate
Assembly for Climate Justice 
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Anew climate change report
out recently showed that

limiting global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius will be
impossible without immediate,
large-scale emissions cuts, the
UN chief said.

The United in Science 2021
report, published by a range of
UN agencies and scientific
partners just weeks before the
COP26 climate summit, said
climate change and its impacts
were accelerating. And a
temporary reduction in carbon
emissions caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic had done
nothing to slow the relentless
warming, it found.

The 2015 Paris Agreement on
climate change, struck at the
COP21 summit, called for
capping global warming at
well below 2 C above the pre-

industrial level, and ideally
closer to 1.5C. 

United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres said
the report's findings were "an
alarming appraisal of just how
far off course we are" in
meeting the Paris goals.

"This year has seen fossil fuel
emissions bounce back,
greenhouse gas concentrations
continuing to rise and severe
human-enhanced weather
events that have affected
health, lives and livelihoods on
every continent," he wrote in
the report's foreword. EP

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has sought global

leaders' bolder steps over the
climate change crisis amid
speculations about
particularly US pledges
towards the issue in the 76th
UN General Assembly
(UNGA) debate.

In a closed-door meeting of
world leaders ahead of the
weeklong UNGA debate, the
Bangladesh premier renewed
her call for strict
implementation of the Paris
Agreement to keep the global
temperature rise below 1.5
degrees Celsius.

UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson hosted the meeting

jointly with UN
Secretary General
Antonio Guterres
in New York
recently.

Sheikh Hasina
reminded the

advanced nations that despite
having slightest contribution
to global greenhouse gas
emissions, Bangladesh and
other climate vulnerable
countries were exposed to its
worst wraths as she asked
their leaders to address the
issue with enhanced
financing to save the planet.

Johnson as well urged them
to pledge more money
towards supporting
developing nations move
away from fossil fuels,
particularly pointing to the
United States, saying getting
a commitment from President
Joe Biden would "make a
huge difference".

Hasina Seeks 'Bold Measures'
Over Climate 
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1.5C Warming Limit 'Impossible'
Without Major Action: UN

Gunnar Kilian — member of
the Board of Volkswagen

and Chairman of the
Supervisory Board of MAN
Energy Solutions — and Dr Uwe
Lauber — CEO, MAN Energy
Solutions — have visited Esbjerg,
Denmark, where the world’s first
installation of MAN’s ETES
(Electro-Thermal Energy
Storage) heat-pump technology
is being built for Danish multi-
utility company, DIN Forsyning.

Upon completion, the new
plant will provide climate-
neutral district-heating to
25,000 households in Esbjerg.
DIN Forsyning is owned by
the municipality of Esbjerg
and Varde and supplies some
1 million MWh of district
heating per annum.

The purpose of the visit was
to meet project partners and
get a concrete idea of the
progress on-site. Jesper Frost
Rasmussen, Mayor of
Esbjerg, and Christian Udby
Olesen, CEO DIN Forsyning,
hosted Kilian and Lauber.

Kilian said: “Sustainable energy
solutions are the future.
Innovative technologies like
the ETES from MAN Energy
Solutions are therefore
important elements on our way
to zero. I'm particularly
pleased that Esbjerg is taking
on a pioneering role in
decarbonization in the area of
heat supply, and hope that
other municipalities will follow
its example.”

MAN Energy Solutions to
Provide Climate-Neutral

District-Heating to Danish City
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The world's most
influential conservation

congress passed resolutions
Friday calling for 80 percent
of the Amazon and 30
percent of Earth's surface --
land and sea -- to be
designated "protected areas"
to halt and reverse the loss of
wildlife.

The International Union for
the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), which is meeting in
Marseille, does not set global

policy, but its
recommendations have
in the past served as the
backbone for UN treaties
and conventions.

They will help set the
agenda for upcoming
UN summits on food

systems, biodiversity and
climate change. - Saving the
Amazon -

An emergency motion calling
for four-fifths of the Amazon
basin to be declared a protected
area by 2025 -- submitted by
COICA, an umbrella group
representing more than two
million indigenous peoples
across nine South American
nations -- passed with
overwhelming support.

EP

Nature Congress Calls for Protecting
30% of Earth, 80% of Amazon





Relevant authorities have assured to
ensure power and energy supply
to the industrial units to be

developed in the Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) across the country. We
have also planned for developing
modern industrial hubs and specialized
tourism areas in the country based on
the assurance. Activities on the plans
are now at various stages of
implementation. The economic
activities based on these industries
would start from 2025 and usher in new
era by 2030. 

Executive Chairman of Bangladesh
Economic Zones Authority (BEZA)
Shaikh Yusuf Harun said this in an
interview with EP Editor Mollah
Amzad Hossain.

Bangladesh is one of the fast
growing countries in the world with
industrial development as its core
strategy. How do you evaluate the
economic development programs
and energy supply plan of the
government?

Please note that our responsibility is
planning and implementing the
development of SEZs. But the
responsibilities for development of
required infrastructure and supplying
power and energy belong to respective
organizations and ministries. We
informed respective authorities about
the requirements of infrastructure for
different SEZs and expected demands
for power and energy. Based on their
assurance, we have launched our
development work. We have received

green signals for power and energy
supply from the Ministry of Power,
Energy and Mineral Resources. But
taking into consideration the prevailing
gas supply constraints in the country,
less gas-intensive industries are being
given priority while allocating plots in
the SEZs. 

The Bangabandhu SEZ is developing
a very specialized modern industrial
hub. For such an industrial hub,
smooth supply of quality power and
energy is essential. What initiatives
you have taken for ensuring that? 

A large number of industries that already
got allocations would be in a position to
start commercial operations from June
2022. We hope that relevant Petrobangla
companies could ensure gas supply.
Electricity Generation Company of
Bangladesh is setting up a 150MW
capacity power plant for power supply.
The additional requirement would be
met from the power grid. The SEZ would
be fully operational in 5 years. 

As the Executive Chairman, we
think, your priority is to get new
investments. For this, you have
already conducted some roadshows
in different countries, including
Saudi Arabia. What kind of
responses you are getting so far? 

Please note that the Prime Minister
during her visit to Saudi Arabia in 2018
signed MOU for allocating 10,000 acres
of land at the Mirsharai SEZ. At this
stage, we cannot allocate more than
3,000 acres as we could not acquire

required land till now. The Saudi
authorities have entrusted the
responsibility of investment on Bawani
Group. During the recent visit, we
agreed on revising the MOU. The draft
is being prepared. They would start
feasibility study following the signing of
the revised MOU. This would facilitate
attracting a sizable amount of
investment from Saudi Arabia. 

Environment-friendly development is
the priority of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. But water, soil and air are
polluted from the effluents and
emissions of the industries. There are
allegations of environmental
pollutions from industries of SEZs as 

Shaikh Yusuf Harun 

I think, the progress in investment and
development in the SEZs would largely
visible from 2025 while we will have to

wait until 2030 to see the complete
success of the SEZs where investment
will continue to take place in future.
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well. What actions you would take
for complying with environment
regulations? 

The unplanned industrial areas have
caused soil, water and air pollutions.
We will have central effluent treatment
plants (CETP) at every SEZ. Use of
recycled water would be made
mandatory. We would work on ensuring
zero environment impact policy. We
expect no environment pollution would
take place in the SEZs. 

But soil and water pollution from the
planned leather industrial estate of
Savar has grown to enormous
proposition. What would you say?

Solid wastes of leather industries cause
serious pollution to both soil and water.
The area was allocated for storing these.
The plan of CETP was flawed. Its
capacity is well below than what is
required. Consequently, the effluents
have polluted the adjacent river. But we
have made comprehensive plan, taking
everything into account. 

We are definitely aware that the
proven gas reserve is fast depleting.
The entire reserve would deplete by
2031 if there is no major discovery
in the meantime. The country would
then require to be exclusively
dependent on imported LNG. The
price of gas would increase. Do you
think that the planned industrial
development would still be
possible?

The natural resources of any country is
not going to last for ever. Someday it
would deplete to zero. That does not
mean that the development would stop
in that situation. Sooner or later,
Bangladesh would also become entirely
dependent on imported primary fuel. If
Japan and Korea can keep the wheels of
their economy rolling relying entirely on
imported fuel, why Bangladesh cannot
do so? But the commodity of
Bangladesh industries would lose
competitive edge if cost of fuel grow too
high. We hope investors would make
their plan taking this matter into
consideration. We have given priority to
less energy-intensive industries. 

Initiative has been taken for setting
up of solar parks in the EPZs. Will
you take such initiative? 

Solar power requires lot of land. It is not
possible to allocate land necessary for
solar. Floating solar plants can be set up
in the Sheikh Hasina Lake being
developed at the Bangabandhu SEZ. 

Energy efficiency (EE) is a major
challenge now. Many initiatives are
being taken for achieving this. Have
you already prepared guidelines for
industries that would be set up in
the SEZs for achieving the EE?

Energy efficient industries are the order
of the day. But we don’t have any
central plan about this yet. But for
conservative use of water, we have
prepared a plan for reusing water
through recycling. Discussing with all
relevant stakeholders, we would
prepare guidelines for energy efficiency
of all industries on due course.
However, the industries would have to
follow the guidelines for rooftop solar. 

What is the timeline for complete
implementation of all the SEZs? Do
you have any strategic plan for
completing this on time?

Bangladesh has no alternative but to

developing industries for growing into a
developed nation. For this, under the
directive of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, BEZA has launched initiative for
developing 97 SEZs, including some
belonging to the private sector. G2G
zones are also included in these. 12
such zones belong to the private sector. 

In the public sector, the work on the
largest Bangabandhu SEZ is progressing
fast. Now we have got some 11,000-
13,000 acres of land against our plan for
33,000 acres. Some 122 entrepreneurs
have been allocated the land and 13 of
them have already started working
there. By June 2022, most of them are
expected to start commercial operation.
Land has been allocated to Srihotto
Economic Zone in Moulvibazar. They
are now developing it. A private sector
economic zone is being developed at
Sirajgonj. Sikdar Group developed an
area at Mongla on behalf of the
government. But for a court case,
investment could not be started there.
An area under G2G has been allocated
to India. Japan has also been given one
in the vicinity of Dhaka. China would
also develop one EPZ. 

Construction of infrastructure, including
embankment and sluice gate, has
started in the 965-acre SEZ at Sabrong,
Teknaf where 16 entrepreneurs have
been allocated land for setting up
hotels, golf course and other
entertainment facilities. Work on setting
up of an ecotourism park on 10,000
acres of land has started at Sonadia,
Cox’s Bazar. Work on construction of
Naf Ecotourism project on the bank of
Naf River has also started. TK Group has
been allocated 510 acres of land at
Dholaghat, Matarbari for setting up a
chemical complex. An organization
named SIAM Gas got land there.
Besides, studies are being carried out for
SEZs at Gopalganj, Tangail and
Nawabganj in Dhaka.

I think, the progress in investment
and development in the SEZs would
largely visible from 2025 while we
will have to wait until 2030 to see
the complete success of the SEZs
where investment will continue to
take place in future. 
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The global warming, caused by
excessive greenhouse gas
emissions, has been a key concern

of the world leaders for a long time.
Over the years, they met at special
climate conferences as well as at the
United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) sessions to discuss ways to
reduce the heat-trapping carbon
emission to a tolerable level, now below
2 degrees Celsius, most ideally to 1.5
degrees Celsius in order to save the
planet. The world’s rich countries have
long been the biggest emitters of
harmful gas, caused by the burning of
fossil fuels like coal and oil. The latest
big global conference was held in Paris
in 2015 when the developed nations
promised to cut down emissions to 1.5C
and raise a $100-billion fund every year
until 2025 to finance the climate
adaptability of the most climate
vulnerable countries like Bangladesh.
The next United Nations Climate
Change Conference, also known as
COP26, is the 26th such UN exercise. It
is scheduled to be held in the city of
Glasgow, Scotland between 31 October
and 12 November 2021, under the
presidency of the United Kingdom.

Meanwhile, the climate change issues
took a center stage in urgent discussions
as the world leaders met at the 76th
session of the UNGA in New York. The
leaders raised it both during the general
debate and also on the side-line
conferences outside it. In these sessions,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina made an
impact as she tried to draw the other
leaders’ attention, specially of US
President Joe Biden, the UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson and the UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres. In
her speeches, she was bold and
thought-provoking.

Speaking at a closed-door meeting of

the world leaders ahead of the
weeklong UNGA debate, the
Bangladesh leader voiced her dismay as
the rich nations were not doing good
enough to fulfil their pledges. She
renewed her call for strict
implementation of the 2015 Paris
Agreement to keep the global
temperature rise below 1.5C.

Bangladesh is the chairman of the
Climate Vulnerable Forum, a platform of
about 50 developing nations. Speaking
on behalf of the vulnerable nations,
Sheikh Hasina made a very pertinent
point: the developing mostly non-
industrialised nations are in no way

responsible for harmful gas emissions.
Yet they are becoming the victims. So,
it is now up to the rich nations to
compensate the developing and least
developed nations in the damages
inflicted on them by rising of sea level
because of global warming, inundation
of their farmlands with saline water
apart from increased incidents of
flooding, droughts and cyclones. In the
process, tens of thousands of people
living along the coast are threatened

with displacement from their homes and
become climate refugees.

Presiding over the important
conference, UK Premier Boris Johnson
almost echoed Sheikh Hasina, but he
said the US must come forward to make
the difference. Johnson agreed with our
PM that CVF nations are being punished
for the climate wrongs they did not
commit.

The Glasgow conference is expected to
be a landmark one as the leaders of the
nations, mainly responsible for bringing
the planet to this sorry state, have started
realizing that it is time to act instead of
making rhetoric and tall promises.
Biden has proudly announced that the
US is back to the climate change
negotiations and is giving signals it is
ready to substantially raise its climate
adaptability contributions. Chinese
President Xi Jinping has announced
recently that his country will from now
on stop financing coal-based power
projects abroad. These statements have
raised hopes about the outcome of
COP26.

However, Bangladesh has concerns
over some other fronts. The
government, keen on reducing its
reliance on fossil fuel, is looking
towards green energy in the form of
wind power and solar system. That
means Bangladesh needs to have a
paradigm shift in the use of its energy
mix, a huge task requiring massive
investment from foreign sources. For
countries like Bangladesh it will never
be a cake walk in moving towards safe
renewable energy, whose contribution
to the country’s power generation is still
negligible. On the other side, the rich
countries and donor agencies need to
extend assistance to Bangladesh so it
can expedite the process of adapting to
the vagaries of climate change.
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